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* Father, Samuel Sr. left the family just prior to sailing from Boston, Ma. on the Brig. Toronto on March
30, 1849 bound for San Francisco arriving on September 15, 1849. It is assumed that he died in California
in 1850. Mother left Nashua, New Hampshire and moved to Michigan where Edward enlisted in the Army.
*#  See APPENDIX #1 for more information regarding Samuel Dickerman, the brother.

#4% Believed to be Satterlee Hospital.



COMPANY D#*#***
(AKA: The Old Boston (Ionia County) Light Guard)

(CAPT. MOSES B. HOUGHTON)

MICHIGAN THIRD INFANTRY

(COLONEL DANIEL McCONNELL -10/22/61)
(MAJOR STEPHEN GARDNER CHAMPLIN 10/28/61 + )

In Virginia attached to:

Richardson's Brigade (I.B. Richardson)
Tyler's Division (Brig. General Daniel Tyler)
McDowell's Army of Northeastern Virginia

until August, 1861

&

Richardson's Brigade
Division of Army of the Potomac
(Major General, George B. McClellan)
until October 1861

&

Richardson's Brigade
Heintzelman's Division
Army of the Potomac
until March 1862

&

3rd Brigade
3rd Division
HI Army Corps
Army of the Potomac
until August 1862

*EF*  See APPENDIX #2 for Roster



SERVICE:
{Source: www.civilwararchive.com)

Duty in the defenses of Washington D.C. until July 16, 1861.
Advance on Manassas, Va., July 16-2. Action at Blackburn's
Ford July 18. Battle of Bull Run July 21. Reconnaissance to
Occoquan, October 21-24, 1861. Duty in the Defenses

of Washington D.C. until March 1862. Moved to the Virginia
Peninsula March 17. Siege of Yorktown April 5-May 4. Battle
of Fair Oaks or Seven Pines May 31 - June 1, Reconnaissance
beyond Seven Pines June 1-2. Seven days before Richmond
June 25-July 1. Oak Grove June 25. Savage Station and Peach
Orchard June 29. Charles City Cross Roads and Glendale June
30. Malvern Hill July 1. Duty at Harrison's Landing until August 15.

Notes from "Transcriber" :

Battles and locations mentioned in footnotes are speculations but it appears that HE.D.
followed very close to the timelines referred to above.

Generally misspellings were left as written though punctuation was added.

Parentheses surround words that are uncertain or unknown.

Months were added for ease of reference.



INTRODUCTORY QUOTES:

At 8:30 on the morning of Thursday, June 13, 1861, ten companies of the Third
Michigan infantry, led by its regimental band and the field and staff officers, left their
quarters at Cantonment Anderson on the site of the Kent County agricultural fairgrounds
about two and a half miles south of the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Third
Michigan marched north up the Kalamazoo Plank road (present day Division St.) into
the city.

The companies then turned down Monroe St. to Canal Street and headed novth to
the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad depot, near what is today the corner of Plainfield and
Leonard streets.

Upon reaching the train station. the men boarded two special trains heading east,
passing through Ada, St. Johns, Owosso, Pontiac and terminated in Detroit, where the
Third Michigan was feted by the citizens. The Regiment then boarded two boats for a
night cruise to Cleveland, Ohio. From Cleveland they went by rail to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania and then on the Harrisburg, Baltimore, Maryland and finally arrived in
Washington, DC on Sunday June 16.

The Third Michigan infantry covered the retreat of the federal troops from Bull
Run on July 21, and subsequently went into a succession of camps around Washington
throughout the fall and winter of 1861-62.

3rd Voluntary Michigan Infantry Regiment - Wikipedia
www.civilwararchives.com
www.oldthirdmichigan.org

Sergeant, Zara L. Cotton wrote to the Grand Rapids Enquirer {(May 1861),

"The Boston Light Guard are all right, we mustered into the service of the United
States on May 23rd. We had a full company, as a great many of the Portland, [Ionia
County] Company joined us, which now is called D. They brought their flag with them,
being disbanded they [thought] that the flag should never be retwrned to the ladies of
Portland dishonored by deserters. We had only one man who refused to take the oath,
and let it be recorded upon the annals of his country that his courage comes out of the
ends of his fingers; let the fair sex avoid him like they would an adder. Our Regiment is
almost full; we have also a fine Brass Band. Those who saw the First Regiment say that
we come up (o their standard, and some say we are decidedly ahead. Capt. [Moses]
Houghton is just the man to lead us. Our motio is "Go ahead”.

Men of the Third Michigan Infantry
www.thirdmichigan.blogspot.com



Less than [ ] months after the Third Michigan arrived in Virginia on September
8, 1861, Frank Siverd of Company G wrote that Fort Richardson, near Alexandria,
Virginia was now the responsibility of Company D of the Third Michigan Infantry. “We
have already in position” he wrote, “two 20-pounder rifled cannon...and will soon have
ten or twelve more mounted, and the we will be ready and anxious for a visit from our
Jriends (1) on the other hill. Co. D, has been detailed to take charge of the guns -- their
position is no little envied by the remainder of the detachment -- Captain [Moses]
Houghton ... is second in command of the post, Lieutenant [Byron] Hess...acting
Adjutant, Sergeant [Zara] Cotton...acting Sergeant Major. Co. D is from Boston, lonia
County, and from the above record, might be considered a model company.”

Men of the Third Michigan Infantry
www.thirdmichigan.blogspot.com



July 6, 1861 - November 29, 1861
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czalg 6, 1867
Edward Dickerman  from this day O resolved 1o lake down what

transpired from one day o the other. ‘Coday there was noling of much
account bul tn the evening & listened 1o one of the smartest speeches that &
aver heard from (Governor ~ohmson ' of Cenesssee. e stood on the
HHAGISING....

and the men were drawn up in battle order around him. Che
C¥ashington Nbaooaves’ sivod on one side and we on the other

uly the Zth

@\é}z‘]ﬁﬁg ocured daﬂ}@f the day but in the evening several c?fz‘hﬁ Senalors came
up and made us & visi

ey the 8t
"Chep had a skimish]2 miles up the (line) from us QO usterday 1o men were
keilled and several wonded Codlsp & stand qurd.

uly the 9
Qbtood quard Lot Hight there wis some firing in the night Chey wore

Skirmishing afl around

uly]0
(Reveived marching orders

! Andrew Johnson, Former Governor of Tennessee, however at this time he was Senator Johnson later to
become Vice President Johnson and then President Johnson after the assassination of President Lincoln.
% Washington Light Infantry Co. A(also Co. E) Washington Zouaves



uly 17
OGtood quard  Che inspector general was here and  inspectad our things. ...
W had a haavy rain last might. Che HNew QPork Cwelfth passed by
last might in the rain and pitched there tents on our right. Che HNow Q-ork
light artillary laked charge of the batery at the Ghain CBridgs

iy 12 OBdood quard kst might. A moan died in the night
Sy 13 @‘%}tlmg of uch docount.

Sy 1# Oiood picket quard ‘Caok two prisnors and sept on a rock
and wenl lo church. FCad a goodly time

July 1S Gt payed off
July 16°  C¥e prepared to march

ulp 17 Y wsterday we look up the line of march about 3 o clock and

warched wtill about ...

10 Che (craps) looked prefy hard % marched s far as FPirand’
(Vienna, Firginia) and then saw the first gfects of the war. Obaw the
burned cars and where the masked battary wis and the car the @his ment
wore killed in. Che track was all lorne up and the (irestles) were @l shot to

* Onondaga Regiment, Independence Guard. Attached to Richardson's Brigade through Oct.. 1861

* Chain Bridge: Popular place for the Union Army to access the countryside encampments from Fairfax
County. Site of the first Union Balloon Corps balloon crossing. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)

° Battle at Blackburn's Ford, July 16 through July 20. In ad around this battle. SEE APPENDIX #4

® Vienna, Virginia See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)

” Concealed artillery.

® Battle of Vienna, June 17, 1861. See APPENDIX #5



picces. ‘Che track was bont in several places where the canon balls struck it
CWe aamped on the grownd where they fough. Cook a rail from the fence
Jor a pillow and lisd downr and stept all nigh.

uly 18"
W% continued our march to farefar’ (Sfairfae, Pirginiz) V% gor

within two miles of il and then ...

hdlled about an howr Hien we marchad  for qerman town "“(CGermantown,
Q?};fg‘z}zz&') Chere we drove them rabels from their works and fired the town
and siagped on their campground and & man was shot accidenially. (X

encamped near Gentarvill " (Gentroville, Virginia)

uly 18
Qbrood Plcket guard bt night.  Commenced marching in e morming.

Erassed a bateroy that the rebels had deserted at Ceomterall. There the
cavelry overtook us. X% then went about a hat) mile and stoped on the
cHEmYS Camp ground

July 79

Y-esterday about noon we met the enemy and  Jought wntill about $ o clock
then we relreated back to Gentarvill and thers we encamped. ‘Chis morming
the trogps marched up agein but 4id not atack them. ¥ cncamped half mile
of them last night.

? Fairfax, Virginia See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)
** Germantown, Virginia (See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)
" Centreville, Virginia (See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)



uly 20
‘Che trogps kegp coming. Qi nathing of much importance happened
through the day cxcept wilching the enomp,

uly 27
Chaking preparations to atack the enemy...

"Che cammonading commenced this morning about 9 o dlock and was kept up
untill 3"

uly 22
W% raraatad hadk io CWoastington whipad but not badly

uly 23

Ve ghatherad our seattered (Jorces) and encamped at long bridge (Long
C8ridgs * (Sfort Sackson)). OBenator Chandler " mads us & litle
speecht and shoed us that we had not disgraced our flag.

uly 2%

CW% layped around the camp i the Journoon and in the afternoon we choped
10 or 15 acres

ulp 28

CW done nothing but lap around the camp. S the crening we had ordeors
10 pack our things and reddy to march

12 Date of First Battle of Bull Run

 Long Bridge spans the Potomac between Washington B.C. and Northern Virginia. Fort Jackson defended
it's Southern end. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)

' Senator Zacharia Chandler, (R-Michigan) Many claimed that his "Blood Letter" was the real start of the
Civil War.



ulp 26

uly 27

uly 28

uly 29

uly 50

Ny 37

O¥% chaped in the fournoon and in the aflernoon we wrole
letters

¥z laped around the camp.
O rainad
X moved twe mitles down the river

OX e moved our lents and in the cy‘imz&csfz & wrote ﬁzzr@'
letiers

@ stood guard

Lugust 1, 1867  Qtood guard

Bugust 2

Baugust 3

Bugust ¥

é nﬁ;g &

Logust 6

Bagust 7

O rots bwe lattars
O uad shirts

6:‘71@/@5@7 w the ﬁwﬁﬁéﬂ and in the afferncon....
& went 1o church

Qbiood guard
%f}lﬁfﬁ“

Bolice quard



Baugust 8§ & wus sick

Laugust 9 Cote o letlers and was sick besides

Bugust 10 C¥ole a letter and was sick

Baugust 1] O¥unt to durch

Lagust 12 Ot 1o latters and gol some leters from home
Laugust 13 OBent a paper home

Bugust ¥ Gt « leter my brother and wrote « lilter home
Bugust 1S Otz a letter and cleaned by qun

Baugust 16 Qbtood guard over a corn field 1o keep the soldiors out
Bagust 17 Get two letiers from home and wrote two

AM 8 O raie three latters home and in the afiermoon O went

lo church
Lugust 19 &S rained

Laugust 20 GChaped in the fournoon and in the aflerncon we (moved)



LBougust 21
W& moved two miles to Sfort Adbany” and in the afiernoon we cheped

Bugust 22
@& wrole bre laters and ten went ls work for the offcer of the day

Lugust 23

& the  Journoon we worked around the quarters and in the gj‘fﬁfwm we went

on brigede anill

Baugust 2%
I a brigads review before CQeneral MG lelan and Mr. Lincon

Lugust 25

S the fa"zzmmﬁ we went 5&&;91‘;?9‘ and m he .cgfmﬁan we wenl o church

Bugust 26
CS'wad a rack o put the quns ...

Laugus 27
Wt choping in the fourncon and in the afternoon ground the (azes) and in
the evening the men went oul lo drive the rebels back

Bugust 28
CGround Gpg@f) in the Journcon and in the aflernoon worked on the fourt

> Commands the approach to Long Bridge. Served to support Fort Richardson and Fort Craig with it's 12
heavy guns. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)



Bougust 29
& wont up lo the pickels on the road S miles from the fourt.

Bagust 30
Goped all day and in the everting we moved upon a (hill) to the (site) of
CStourt Albany

Lugust 37

& stood quird.- Crovost quard o kegp the boys from going out to (cramp)
things. Coday we expect lo be payed off ‘Che rebels are in sight of about
two miles (CA ey quantity) of them. @ur bops are choping today

Qbeptomber the 1 1867
(W dleared a place to put our (fourls/lonts)

QObeptember 2
ON% claarad some and moved our tents in e  Journoon and in the aflermoon
we worked on the ~Sfourt (Richardson’®

QObeptember 3
@ done fzaf,%zﬁg bt rile some latters hiome

Obeptember ¥
&/ worked on the fourt

' Fort Richardson: Constructed in September 1861 as part of the defense of Washington. Named for
General Israel B. Richardson, whose division was then deplovyed to defend against attack by way of
Columbia Turnpike. Had a perimeter of 316 vards and emplacements for 15 guns. See APPENDIX #3
{MAPS)



Obeptember §

& wus detailed for som thing. CMaby & sl  find out before might then &
will let you know. ‘Chis moring we made a place 1o put our quns on and
Sfized our writing desk and it rained and we got our (station) pay todap

QOSeptember 6
& worked on the Jourt and got & new cod.

QOepiember 7
& drilled on the gun and wrols four letters.

OSeptomber 8
CGrubed” stumps in the fournoon and in the afiernoon & wonl & visiting

Qbeptember 9
CWorked on the fourt affer noon and drilled on the quns in the fournoen

Obeptomber 10
O urkad on the : Jort in the fournoon and in the aflernoon we rested

Oepromber 17
S the fourncon & worked in the  Jort and in the affernoon there was some

prelly /ZC’WCL/P amzwfza'aif'igq on oy zgkﬂzf

OBaptomber 12
Q& choped all day in the afternoon General CMeSlellan mad us « vist

7 Definition: pull, clear



Obeptomber 13

& workad on the Jort in the fourncon and in the afternoon nothing bt in the
everinng there was some Shooling on our right and & town was bumed  O¥e
could see the timbers in the houses after dark by looking through our gilass and
we could see the shells burst

Obgptomber 14
& chaoped in the fourneon and in the aflernoon we got payed aff

Obeptomber 15
CMonday. & done nothing.

Obeptember 16
Qbunday, & done nothing

Obaptember 17
Ghoped

Qbeptomber 18
Choped all day and in the evering & gol a letter from my Aaunt @rﬁﬁff}

Obeptember 19
CWe dhoped some and O found some of my olde acquaintances

Obgptember 20
GChgped in ihe Journon and while we were out (WA CGilet” died

¥ May actually be Amos W. Gillot. See APPENDIX #2 (Company Roster)



Qﬁ@laﬁbﬁ 21
CWe dhoped

Qbeptomber 22
Qbunday. O rested

Qbgptember 23
D the Journoon we wenl on brigade dvill and in the affernoon we on review

before CGomoral CMclllan

Obeptomber 24
e wentt on brigade drill in the fournoon and in the @fmzcﬁéff we wenl on
plckel

Qbeprember 25
Qbiood picket guard all day

Obeptember 26
O et to dhurch

Ogptomber 20

O rained some and i e gfm.aé}z we choped some.

Qbeptomber 28
CWont on brigads dill and stood quard over night

Obeptomber 29
O had orders to pack our duds for & march




Qbeptember 30
Ve drilled some on the canon and the long roll” beat for batlle and in the
evening we had a dance

Cctober the first 1867
CWe mounted two quns on the  Jort

Cxlober 2
CICetped mownt o gunt () came over 1o see me.

Cctober 5
Do nothing but wrole letters

Ociober ¥

QY quard and in e afferncon a balloon” went over and went out of Sight
lowards the east

Ostober §
& went up to CMunsers Gl 1o look at the rebels works Chep had
only small riffe pits” but there were lols of them

Oclober 6
Qbunday. & stood quard and (blank)

¥ Drum roll for battle

? Union Army Balloon Corps. See APPENDIX #6

! See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)

2 A semi-shallow pit, built from earth which sheltered the common soldier from attack.



Outober 7 |
& come off quard this morning and & done nothing all the rest of the dap.

October 8
& worked on the fourt
October 9

Garriad water - for the cooks

October 10

CwWe moved down to headquarters” and there was lots of troaps went by and
artillery and cavaly,

Otober 17

CXe drilled on the skirmish drill in the j&aﬂzﬁzﬁzz and in the ;gfmzﬁan we wenl
on batlalion dnill

Otober 12

Tt up and packed our things to start for some plave. W left sfort
Albeny about 8 o clock pm. and arived al Kagle G ahout 2 o ok
dam. and pitched our lents. &/ was detatled for guard but & did not have to

had some bread and some raw pork,

* Possibly Fort Lyon, General Heintzelman's command headquarters. See APPENDIX #7 for Diary entry
of Philetus Baker (see Roster) also of Michigan 3rd who was in and around the same area.
* See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)



Qbunday. otober 13

@t the morming it was dléar and cold and in the fournoon at ten o dlock we
went lo church. Al eleven we went on regqimenial inspection and affer lo pass
time we played dominoes until 8 o dlock. e went on diess parade and then
we ate our super and affer super we plaped Desastt” (~sfrum) as long as &
could stand and then O went in the tent and laped down until roll ol the &
Jiwed bunk and ...

and went lo .riacp

Cutober 1#
ClManday morming it was dear and colde. & was taken with the fever and
was sick all day and in the evening O went to the hospital

Ctober 15

‘Cuesday. Rleasant and warm tis morming. & feel some better his
HOTHING.

October 16

@ was cold and doudy. & was not able lo be around any. & lzzed in the
hospital all day and in the evening there was some prey lzm‘z?j Gﬂlﬁﬁﬁd'd%kﬂi..

down the river about § otlock

¥ Sesesh is a derogatory name for a Southern secessionist. Assume this is a game (card game or sporting
activity) or perhaps a song. Could find no reference to the term as it is used here.



Ctober 17

B was colde and fogqy this morming. & got dischargad from the hespital this
morring. & feel some better but am not able 1o go around much. Chere has
been some heavy canonading down the river "Coday the canon are (roaring)
CNow our men are al work on the fort today. @ur pickels look a prisuor
loday. CICe came over and delivered limself up. ICe wias on horseback,
‘Che boys had a dance in frovt of our tent lonight wnlil it began to tain then
we wenl in he lent and plaved dominoes

GCtober 18

st night it rained most &l mght. Chis morming i was cloudy but not
rainy. About noon the sun came out and it was hot enough 1o roast agys.
‘Chere are (Jour) companys detiled out of our regament o go askormishing
& dp not kenow where. Chey are orderad lo lake & days rations with them.
Our boys are at work on the fort loday.  Chis aflernoon our regiment went
out askermishing with one (days) rations

©Outober 19

Our men came i last might about 12 oddock and they were tirsd enough
‘Chere was some firing down the river in the Hight and this morming the firing
comenced in ernest and was kept up for noarly  Jour hours. O have not heard
low turned out pet S has rained some today. & have Jell some better
today. Do much so that & want and cat 7l the sisters & could  @ne o
Compeany (FC5) men dicd yestorday and was buried today and they  fired
three volleys over his grave. ‘Chat is all that markes the resting plice of the
soldier: Our men are on dress parade now,



GCtober 20

Qbunday

& wias clear and colde this morming. S rained some this morning. (Ve
heve Just come off of inspection of arms. O had for broakast this morming
some éqgs and bread and butter and for diner & had some that was et of my
breatfast. ‘Chiis affernoon there was not much going on. & sat in the ten,
played dominoes. & diid not have to go on for inspection. No church

CWe had dress parade. & had  for super some potatoes and bread coffee and
ther went in the lent wrole a ldter and the boys Jad derece out in front of our
lent

@utober 27

W% done nothing of much importance hapened, @ur men worked on the fort
loday. & dleaned my revolyer this fournoon and s afferneon & set by the
Jire. Cur boys are dancing out in the Jront of the tent. O have not been so
well today

Ctober 22

& wias colde and rainy this morning and our boys had to take thair Dlankets
and go oul on pickel. & was net well cnough lo go. S ratus again now.
Che bands are plaping for guard mounting’”. S has rained all day today
and & have not been out df..

the lent but one or twice today. & have deaned my gunt and read a novel
some and fized my bell for my revolver. ST rains tonight as hard as ever &
have fetched a pail of witer and eat my super and now & will g0 lo bed or
play dominoes or such tl taps

* Changing of the guard.



Oitober 235
‘Chis miorming i was cold and rainy. & did not steep much last night 1t was
5o cold and got up, wenl and washed and then had to weit Jor breakfat.

About noon it deared off and was colde as Q@rm&mgf @/ é-'mjﬁ!f[ a dollars
worth of tickels off the olde sutler”. Conight it (blows)

Bcioher 24

Chis moring it wis dear ond colde. O tried to el a pass lo go lo CME
Pornont” but could not so & went without one. s startad about 9 oclock
and gol there about 1] and looked around an howr or two. G went 1o the
lomb of W ashington and then went 1o the olde tomb, Al the new tomb ters
are four tomb stones and the one that ¥ ashingion is in there are beo marble
coffins and an iron gate se that we could not gel in and & got some of the

grape vines thal run over the lop of the tomb. "Che olde vall is s Just a comion

vall ...

CSftom the vall we went into the mansion and a5 we enterad i the hall We saw
e kegy to the CBastile that (General Lafayerts presonted s COeneral
CWastington and then we went ints the dining room and saow the portrls of
some of the family and his table and « Plate and some sadle bags that he had
in the revolution. & was plendid room. Che firgplave was all skulplured
marble and the hearth was marble S rom the house we went into the garden
and went inlo the hot house. O sow some nice lrees one orange and a
lemon and a palm tree and the cerlury.

* Camp vendors officially appointed to supply soldiers with approved items i.e. food, newspapers, books,
tobaceo, razors, tin plates, cups, cutlery and illegal alcohol.
% See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)



plant and lots that & do not remember the names of and then we went through
the gardens. St was full of flowers of the (nicest) kind but we could not get
any of them.  Chen we went and saow the magnoliz tree that O ushinglon
plartted limself and & got a leaf from that and then we got some horse
chestruls and some fig leaves and then we started for home and got home about
6 oclock. "Rty tired  ©On our way home we met ~General Migomery”
and his staff. W satuted him and then went on. @ur boys have not come
i from pickel pel.

Oitober 25

O went on divishiondd review three miles lowards CMount ernon and

did not got back until noon. (X% were reviewed by CMagor CGeneral
Cenclman”

Ctober 26

& have not done anptting today for & have baon (5o lame) & could not
@ur men went on napsack drill s fournoon. ‘Chis afternoon we shatl have
1o go to work on the fort and & shall have to rite a letter: ‘Chiis affernoon our
bays went lo work and in the afternoon CGev. SBlair” mads us & visit

Ctober 27

‘Chis morning was dlear and colde. ‘Chis fournoon we went lo dhurch and
this affernoon the boys went down lo Alezandyia to church and & stayed at
home and read a novel and afler they came back we played dominoes and
come prety near having & fight only one were aftaid and the ather ( )

% May have been General Montgomery Meigs

* Major General Israel B. Heintzelman, in command of Richardson’s Brigade

3 Governor Austin Blair, AKA Civil War Governor. Governor of Michigan from 1861 to 1865. Big
supporter of the war effort by raising over $100,000 to organize and equip the initial muster of troops and
help to enlist over 90,000 Michigan volunteers.



@Outober 28

Chis morning it was dlear and colde enough 1o froese a nmigger. & sdood
quard about half an hour while they searched the camp for some money that
wis stolen from the suller but it was not Jound, After & come off & went in

the fort and look around awhile. O¥% siw the sevenieen guns. Qbome af
them wiss mownted and some wasni. Chis aftornoon the incon Guavely”
came cfb@’ and camped ! just above our encanmpment.  ‘Chis aflermoon on dress

paride of the dlection of our new colonel”

Otober 28

‘Coday & have done nothing. & have not been very well  @ur bops
worked on the fort. ‘Coday we buill & siove in our et @ur boys are
deancing in front of our tont. & have been playing olds skedy” Now & s
downt o s in my book

October 30
‘Chis morming 1 was dear and colde. & went 1o sick call and was cvcused

by the dector & éggp@dﬁlqiz the bread  for the days tations and looked at
them on batallion drill and O went on dvess parade this evening.

Ogivker 37
‘Chis morwing it was dear and colde. & did not do anything this fournoon
but this afterncon we were musterad Jor pay. (W% did not have any dress

2 1sr New York Cavalry

* Colonel McConnell was replaced by Major Champlain on 10/28/61
* Card game.



parads loight but we had a fight thoughh that dene as well

e ovember first 1867

"Chis morning it was doudy and it looked some ke rain. This morming &
started off o get some straw to fill our bed tick and was gone all day. Gt
biack just in time for dress parade. ur boys went and put up Gillet's
Lombsione loday and some worked on the Jort arnd some went on pickel and
some went on quard and some wis sick and this evening wile we were on dress
parade our pickels brought in and olde darkee Comight it rains but we have
got & new bunk,

November 2
‘Chis morning and last night it reined ke thunder. S the night we had to
hold our tent up. CX6 had pie Jor breakfast and for diner we had pic and for

super we had whiskey, (W& were se lile that we could not 1l whether we were
afool or horseback,

HNovember 3

Chiis morning it was dlear but ahout 9 olock it clouded up and looked like
rain. Chis morning & was delaled  Jor pickal. (Ve sdarted about 7 oo
and got here about 17, C¥6e had to wads the crecks Jor the rain had made

b7

ol Io see what { ) we could see 6% went out beo miles e other
stde of our pickets and got some turnips. & stood two (Iricks) in the Hight
@‘(éffzx@* of much account haperned only we sow pig in the righ.



N ovenber ¥
‘Chis morning before suntise we went out o sée what we could see but al was
STl and we came back and cooked our breakfas. O have stood guard all day

and the other é’ayf frave been out /’m%z}zg Chere has beerr some heavy ﬁﬁ@‘
lowards stairfax all day. ¥ have eaten owr SUper.

November §

&ast night we went and got some poliry about hrelve odlock and affer we
come back we fricd them Jor our breatkfast ‘Chis morning i dlear and colde.
¥ ware rélievad about 17 odock and we stariad Jor camp @%flzﬁg
happened on the way. W got here about 3 otlock

KNovember 6

"Clis morming it was dlear and colde and list night it rained some but it

dleared off in the night About neon the noon wind rose and blowed ()

guns and we had 1o go on batallion drill and then we had 1o go on dress
paride and then we wont into the lont

HNovember 7

‘Chis moming it was rather windy bul it cooled off ahout noon and was predly
good weather. X% had 1o go on batallion dill this Journoon and this
aflernoon we worked on the fort. FCuave saved me () (buay) work to ds
loday. & have just finished a letter lo (bub)

November §

Chis morning it wis dear and cold & was detilod  for quard Chen
(77th) Company went out on some seorel (urprise) &5 have stood two (tricks)
and have bro more to stand lonight




HNovember 9

Chis morming il was cold and Cloudy and looked like rain. & came af
quard Ui morning. Our regiment have ordered in for hatalion dill A fier
& came off guard & went and washed my clothes and Vs affernoon &
helped lo build up the fire place and then we Played dominoes

November 10

‘Chis morning 1 was dear and colde. “Chis niorming we wenl on inspection
and then we went lo church, Chis aflernoon and got two papers from
Qbam”™ and lonight we have had some fun over the vidlory reported to be
guined by aur (flect). The whols ragiment were out askirmishing

HNovember 7]
Chis morning it looked some like 1ain but it finally dleared off and was nice
the rest of the day. O was delailed this motning Lo work on the fort and this

afternoon we worked on the fort. ‘Chere was 3 (&) quns on the fort mounted
and several mors that are not mounled

HNovember 1.2

‘Chis norming we were callad up about one olock to march with one days
provisions. & dont know where Aﬁo’f ai:zy@“}izz i was a g“ﬁm’ time for
mm/ﬂ?fg: O¥ %= come lo our oulside plckels about @@;ﬁz and then we staried

Jor Drotink” and we then went on & wild goose chase but we have got all right
G HOW.....

* Brother, Samuel Dickerman?
% Accotink, Virginia. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS)



and are resting now at " Rohick Church” about 1 1/2 miles from Acotink
Lfier we had rested ahout an hour we wors orderad to raturn to camp. &

canie back as far as our pickels that night and stayed with them. @ur boys
look one prisnor and in the night we look 7 contrabands”

HNovember 15
Chis miorning il weas wernt and pleasant. Chere wes not much of anything

happened Dhrough the day. S the Hight we were out on a - foraging party but
the dogs made such & - fus that we had o leave it Jor that time,

HNovember 14
Chis wioring i was daar and placsant,. & am still on picket. Coday we

were rolieved from picke. (W2 got in about 3 odlock and it rained like (fin)
CWT have got now tents and they are first rate

HNovember 15

‘Chis wmorning and bt might it rained all night.  ‘Chis morming we went and
ol sote boards to build us some bunks. Che boys have been Irying o stmoke
us oul. (W have just pul a fire in our ten for the first time. QS rains some
now,

CNovember 16

& stood quard that morning it was cold and windy and was the coldsst dap
& e seon since & joined the army. & stood 8 hours day and Hlghht and
got a lelter from home

¥ Pohick Church, near Lorton, Fairfax County, Virginia. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS). Originally
founded in 1695 as Occoquan Church. On November 12, 1861 (this date) Union soldiers under the

command of Major General Heintzelman raided, ransacked and devastated the church. Their graffiti is still
visible today on the church walls.

* Fscaped slaves.



HNaovenmber 17

‘Chis morning the weather is more milde than it was pesterday but it was pretty

colde loday.  Chis wmorning we had inspection and now expect 1o go lo churdh

SOOH.

HNovember 18

"Chis morming it was colde and doudy. This morming we all called out 1o
work but did not have to go. Chis aflernoon we signed the paprolls and went
ont dress parade and thew we went in the tont and stayed there till roll call

HNovember 19

Chis morming it was dear and colde ‘Chis fournoon we went on brigade dvill
and this aflernoon we choped wood and then we done nothing. (X ent on
dress parade and then we did that is all

HNeovember 20

Chis morning we got up and went off on goneral review befors General
CMeGlellart” and lines on theve were 75 thoussnd men and artillery. (%%
got home about dark Cired cnough.

CNovember 27

‘Chiis morning O went 1o work on the fort and worked there all day and in
the evening we got our pay

** The Grand Review, Bailey’s Crossroads, Virginia. See APPENDIX #3 (MAPS). See APPENDIX #8
for description of this day.



HNovember 22
‘Clits morning it was dear and colde. Chis fourncon we done nothing but
(cramp) some things. This affernoon we went on dill all the affornoon

HNovember 23

‘Chis morning it was dloudy rather rany but however we got @ pass and went
lo Dlewandria and done some (tallleramping) and went in the house that
Elloworth” was shot in and got fome about sundown

November 2F

Chis morning it was dloudy and colde. & went 1o inspection and then wrole
letters the rast of the day

HNovember 25

&t night 1t snowed some  Jor the first time since we have beent in %@}M
Chis morming it was dlear as a whistle when the sun arase but about noon it
wias dloudy and colde. & was detatled for quard this nioring and (served)

two (Iricks) throughh the day

HNovember 26

"Chis morming it was dear and colde. Qone nolhing loday but wiite leters
A is quict. A man was shot last night Drough the hand

* Col, Elmer E. Ellsworth killed in Marshall House Inn, Alexandria VA, on May 24, 1861, Shortly after the
Union troops secured Alexandria Ellsworth noticed a confederate flag flying above the inn. He and four
others went up the stairs, cut the flag down and on the way down Ellsworth was shot in the chest and killed
by the innkeeper. making him one of the first casualties on the war. Cpl. Francis Brownell was given the
Medal of Honor for in turn killing the innkeeper. Ellsworth was thereafter revered by Union soldiers
{"Remember Ellsworth").



November 27

Chis morning it was rather doudy and ahout noon it began to rain and
ratned until ight. @/ was on police duty today. S the  Journoon we got
wood for the cooks. & the afiernoon we done nothing.

November 28

Chis morning it was rather rainy. CWe done nothing in the affernoon. Che
olds sutler opened his heart and treated us with (rides) and our second lieutenant
lredted us to the (apples)

KNovember 29

o

( pww ()dowing like a firy ( )

Co ( ) she was forabore today. ‘Cwill best be known on that

grite day where you 4l every ong must gtve an avcourt of what theyve dong
lo say 1o more ~ she lived approved, diad lamented and beloved 7 76 aged
(38) Chtrs QPugan UG

# Last page. Quote from book, poem, letter? Unknown



November 29, 1861 - July 29, 1862



. IE ickerman

Sl 6th 1867
S om this day O resolve 1o ke down what lranspired from one day lo
another. & have wrote down what hapened in my litle book until today
KNov 28 now & Lake the other and send the little one home  Now 29

1861, Chis morming it rained some this morning this merning but ahout non
i cloared off and the wind blew prety hard

HNovember 30

‘Chis niorming i cleared of and was rather cold Last right it tatned most ol
night. CWe had our things inspected loday. ‘Co right they are fidling in our
lenl

SDecember Ist 1867
‘Chis morning 1 was clear and colde. QY was detailed  Jor supernumery”

today. "Che boys wont 1o church todgy we have done nothing clse

SDecember 2
‘Cliis morming it was rather colde. & was detailed for auard this MoTHing.
(V% went down 1o below the Jort lo & house for provast guard

Decomber 3

‘Chis morming it wis dear and colde. Last might it snowed some but it dlearad
off after while and was colde. & do not have any thing to do todzy The
baps are going on dnil this afternoon

* SUPERNUMERARY def Substitute, extra or temporary position



Decombor ¥
& s deteatled for pickel this morming but one of the boys went in my place so
& helped ook, ‘Chis affernoon & went on hatalion il with bl

%z’ﬁk@“gf

SDecember §

Chis morning it was dlear and colde. OF% went on napsack drill this formoon.
‘Chis afternoon we are to go on brigade drill &S is pleasant 1o todsy, Last
right 1t frose hard

SDecember 61k
Chis morning il was warm and plaasant. Chis Journoon we wenl on batallion

drill‘Chis affer noon it was 50 mudy that we could not dill so we stayed ot

Jiome

December 7
‘Chis morming it was ﬁg@f and wel so we Aid not fave to go out oul on il
but s @fmmﬁz we wenl on Z?@’ddg reviow &q?frﬁ goneral Richardson

Qenator Ghandler mads us & - few remarks

SAecomber 8

‘Chis morning il was rather cloudy but about noon it deared of and was warm

and plesant. v did not have any thing to day. OX% went on dress patade
lo right

ecember 9

Chis morning i was cloar and plesant this fournoon we went on fenepsack drill
and this aflernoon we went on batalion drill. & got a lettor - from home this
afternoon and this affernoon & wrote home




SDezember 10
Chis motming we wer called up about four oclock te move. O struck our
lenls about 7 odlock and startad abour 9 X% went abour 2 miles from our

old camp ground and ther we halied and pilcted our tonts and eat our SUPCES
and went lo bed

December] ]

Chis morming it was doudy and looked some like rain but it deared of about 9
oclock. (W& wer called up about day light this miorming Jor the report was
that rebels wer advancing on us and we stood with our quns in our hands for
néarly an hour then we got our breakfast and then we went 1o work around the
quarters. S the afternoon we had orders 1o pack up our things and go back «
mitle and half Cher we encamped about about dork

Secember 12

"Chis morning it was dlear and plesant. & was detailed for guard  This
wiorning & wenl and got some boards to matke me a bunk with and then went
on guard and stood all the fourncon

SDecember 13
‘Chis morring i was dlear and plesant today. O have done rothing but rite
letters this evening. & went on dress pgmzzk

Qecomber 14
‘Chis morning it was cloar and plesant. & help dig o sink today

Secember 15
Chis morning it was dear and colde. Chep said it wis QBurday bur &
donl hardly believe it for & have been at work all day helping build «




(/zﬁf:rpzsz) i mud and cartg Prick and e Z/zz?zy arnd avother

December 16
Chis wmorning it was dlear and cold QY was detatlod | for quard this morming.
QY stood bre tricks this four noon and have o more o siand to Hight.

Secember 17

‘Chis moring it dear and warm. This Jour noon & went all over the
countiry lo find a leam lo draw our house logs but did not find any. Chis
aflernoon we gol « team and drawed our logs and piled them wp in front of our
lentls.

SDecember 18

Chis morning it was rather doudy Chis Journoon O wus detiled  for potice.
‘Chiis afternoon & hefped 1o split (slats) for our shanty.  This evening we had
orders Lo have every thing ready for battle at o mements warning

ecomber 19

‘Chis morning it was rather fogep and looked lke rain. This Journoon
helped on the shanly. ‘Chis affernoon we went on divisional review and this
evening & wrols hro letters home

Secenmber 20

Chis morming it was dlear and cold & detailod  Jor quard this morning.
‘Chere &5 no news much here now. Chers was some heavy firing down the
river this morming.




Secember 21

Chits morning it cold and dear: & went on qiard at three odlock and come
off at five. & have not done anpthing lodgy but help some in the sharnty,
Chis evoning & have read some d then went to bed

December 20

Chis morming we had inspection of arms and then went lo church and then
worked on lhe ﬂm{w in the aﬁﬁmﬁn we gol our dress coats and went on dress

perade

SDecember 25

"Chis morming it rained like (plit) but we worded on the sharnty.  Chis
Journoon we whedled brick and this affernoon we muded it up

Scember 24

Chis morming it was rather cold O was datailed s merming for icket but
Z i jor p

gol another man lo go tn mp place so & have worked on the shartly. X%

moved (o day and lo Hight we are aristening the shanty. O have gol a fidle
artd and a tamborine and are W}zg a real ol tiwe

SDecember 25

Cliis morning we wer got up ahout three olock and went on o reconscance
Y g

O was rather cold this morivg but aboul noon it deared off and was

plecsant. OO qot home about dark

Secember 26

‘Chis morning it was doudy and looked like rain but 1t deared off and was

pleasant. & have nol done anpithing 1o day. Qur Gaplain got home this
aflernoon and brought some now recruits




SDecember 27
‘Chis morming 1 was cold and dowdy. & was detailed  for quard and it has

been cold and ( ) the wind ( ) like all gt
( )mzj;‘/%zzkﬁ(’ ) some ( )
SDgcember 28

‘Chis morning & cam off quard and have done notling to day. S has
been rather cold and dloudy. & wrole four letters. ‘Co right & went lo the
sutlers and got into & (mud pudl)

SDgcember 29

‘Chis morning it was dlaar and was very cold after quard mounting we went on
inspaction and then we wenl lo church and then we went on dress parade and
then we sel by Ui fire the rest of the lime

SAecember 30

Chis morning it was warm and pleasart. ‘Chis fournoon we went on
knapsick drll - Chis afternoon & dlganad by gunt and gol & letter from mp
brother at ~sfort (Royal

ecember 37

‘Chis morring we had orders to prepare for muster and we wer mustered for
pap. Chis afernoon the weather sitll holds Sfine. (W went on dress parade to
wight. ‘Chis evering we had a kind of new years frolick




anuary the
/1 ;‘?1’5?, 1862

‘Chis worning 1 was warm as sumer. O went lo C@tpﬁizz@‘z‘@ﬂ and saw my

brother and stayed with him v,

cgmm 2
Chis morning it was rather cold O lgff the N OVE] regament about neon
this morring and went and [had/ Jour likenesses laken and then returned to

camp where & arived about dark.

Sanuary 3
‘Chis morning it was rather doudy. G wont on bnapsick ill this * Journoon

and this affernoon we went on batallion dill Last night it snowed some,

Sanuary ¥

'Ciis morning it was cold and dloudy and snowed some. This four neon we
have done nothing lo day on account of the weather. Conight we roastad some

cornt and had o vorty good time.

anuary Sth
‘Chis morming it very cold O was detailed for guard this morning. & have
stoad two tricks this four noon. ‘Conight & went and ol some ratls o keep &

ﬁ}”ﬁ lo iz’g/'zzf

Sanuary 6

‘Chis morning it snowed some. & aame off quard and have done nothing.
Conight wert on dress parde. A is quict yet dlong the lnes. Chers wer
Some prisners laken the other day.




anuary 7
‘Chis mormin, 17 1l was cold and dloudy. X% have done nothing today, Al i
still on the bine pet we expect lo move soon somewhere

anuary 8

this morming it was rather cold and dloudy. C¥e went on kenapsack dnill this
Jour noon and this afternoon we went on brigade drill - Chis eventing we had &
debaleing school and we got a box from home with some goodies in it

anuary 9

‘Chis mornting it rained some wnd was so muddy that we could do nothing
Lbout noon it deared off & litle and we wont up and had our piclures taken
and the il dlouded up again

Sanuary 10
‘Che weather was very foggy. S rained part of the day. S is rery MUAAY,
& was detailed for guard this wiorning. I stood one lour and then went &
got exeused by the doctor.

Chis morming il wis pleasant Jor a spell but it clouded up about noon.
have dove nolhing lo day,

anuary 12

‘Chis morning it was dlear and warm as sumer. % had ragamental
inspection loday and went to church and severad other things. 1o night the boys
are having a sing.




anuary 15
‘Chis moring the weather was mild and Pleasant but towards m@;‘izz i clouded
up and i the night it snowed some. (W got our pay this afterneon

Ianuary 1¥

‘Chis morning when we got up we found some snow on the ground if not more
and it has snowed all day. e have not done any thing today only g0 ot
dress parade. e of our boys come hack loday that was laken prisnor by the
rebels and our men took brelve prisnors loday and marched them into canp,

Hanuary 15

‘Chis morning & was detailed for guard and it has raned all day and has
been so cold that the ice has ffos on my qun ll day. Conight it rains some
but not so much as it through the day

anuary 16
‘Chis morning the was warm and pleasant. & came of guard and we have
done nothing today, & got some lelters fromt home this ;yfmzam

anuary 17
‘Chis morning we got started /éf‘ lown but the order was countermanded and

we are going lomorrow. S has been Pleasant il day but lowight 1t rains
some,

anuary 18
‘Chis morning it rained some. O gol our new riffes loduy.

Sanuary 79
@ has rained all day loday and we have dove nothing but siay i the shanly



and kegp dry

anuary 20
‘Chis morning i 1ained some but we went to town and had a very good time

Che mud was knee degp. & was dlear bushad out when we gl home.

Sanuary 27
& has rained aill day pretly much. & went lo the sick call loday and wis
awcused by the doctor. S still rains Lovight.

Sarnuary 22
O rained somo this morning. QS wrote a letter home and dleand my revolrer
and in the evening & had a game of chekers

anuary 25
‘Chis morning it was warm and cloudy. OF% wont out targel shooting: Chis

ﬁzzr Hoon and s c}ﬁﬁf Hoon we deavied our guns and ol i’é’ﬁ'&iv ﬁsf’ Aress
perad.

anuary 24
‘Chis morning it wis a/ﬁua{v then about noon it commenced o siow and rain

and continued lo lhrough the might & was on guard and the full benifit of

the siorm,

anuary 28

& came of queard this morming. S rained some this mornisg bt about 70
odlock 1t dleared of and was warm pleasant. CThe bays are fizing their
kenapsacks for & march. CXell (who cares)




Chhis morning it was dear and pleasant and remained so through the day,
CWE wemt on inspection this Journoon and this aflernoon we went on dress
parade and then read some and cat super and then read some more.

anuary 27
Chis morning 1 was cloudy but warm. Chis four noon we had company dvill
and this affernoon we had battallion drill

anuary 28

‘Chis morning it was dloudy and about len oclock it commenced to rain and
rained untill about bwo aclock then it staped and remained doudy. This
avening lhere was conciderable firing down the river. ¥ could see the
Neasting of their qus.

Sanuary 29
‘Chis worHing i was warnt and dém’gz About noon it deared {gf and the suw
carme oul and it was pleasant and nice. &ast Hight our men had a skirmish

with the rebels and Eillad some of them.

‘Chits morning it rained as wual & was delailed of guard this morning. &
have stood twe tricks loday through the rain and have (two) more to stand
Lomnight

anuary 37
TChis morning it rained some but stoped before noon and was quite Pleasant
& wis off guard today lomorrow we v on pickel




CYcbruary Ist 1862
Chis motning we stariad for the oulside lines to do picket duty. Y rained all

day and was as muddy as could be % gol there about noon and reliered
the others

Y ebruary 2

Chis morning it was dear and plecsant untill noon ther it began 1o snow and
snowed il day. Che snow was nearly thee inches degp and it raimed hrough
the night

CYebruary 3
QF snowed some loday and rained some and was dear some. Cwo companys
of our regament had a skirmish todgy but did not have any one killed

Y ebruary ¥
‘Chis morning it was warm and plegsant and thaowed all day. OF% were

rélicved f@@ about ten oclock and g0t lo canp about bwo and Vien raised
care unlil m‘g/z[.

Y ebruary §

‘Chis morning it was dear and Plecsart. T dleansd my revolver and gun and
wenl on dress parade and then (popad) some corn and then went lo bed and
wevtt and done it well pou (Should) know

Y ebruary 6

‘Chis morning it reained as usuall and we stayed i the shanty all day unlil
called out 1o dress parade and affer dress parade we had a sociable game of
aucre thats so (loss)




ebruary 7
Lfler morning it was not very cold ¥ dhilled some on the bayone

CYebruary 8

Chis morring & had 1o slay on guard Jor last night we played cucher and
the Gaplain carght us at it and put us in the quard house for the night and
this morning he put us on quard, S has been rather cold foday

CYchruary 9
Chis morning it was pleasant and cold & came of quard this MorHiny.
O had goneral inspection this fournoon and this dflernoon we had (court)

ebruary 10

‘Chis morning it was warm and pleasant. & got a letter from my brother
bam. e was at FCateras Shlet. & was on police duly loday and
the rest went on batallion drill

Y ehruary 17
‘Clis moring & was detailed for quard, S was cold and windy and
lowards night il comenced snowing.

S ebruary 12

& s off quard this morning. S has been pleasant today. & went out
side of the camp lo look around some and gl some sitaw for a bed and & had
 (clean) diner once more and had & verry pleasant lalke with & nice young

lddy and then we qot our straw and staried for canmp and we got there about
S adlock time for dress perade




CYchruary 13
Chis morving il was warm and pleasart. ‘Chis fournoon we went on batallion
arill and this affernoon we had company arlls on the bayonal exercize

Cfebruary 14

‘Chis morning it was cold and windy. OX% had brigade dril thits fournoon
and the aflernoon we did not do anything

Yebruary 15
Y comenced swowitg this morring and has snowed all day and siowed

lonight some. X have done nothing loday. Che news come of the laking
of tort Qonaldson” this aftornoon and we had quite « bl time over it

CYbruary J6
‘Chis morning we went on inspection and then we went to church and then we
Played mugins” and the we went on dress parade. QS has baon warm and

Plecsant loday

CYcbruary 17
fmﬂ‘ﬂfﬁf‘ﬁlﬂg i comenced raming and has rained eversince. ¥ Played
mutgtns all day and got the nows of ~fort Qonalion baing taken.

ebruary 18

‘Chis morning & was delatled for quard S has been cloudy and fogey all
day and lonight it rains some. W hen & wrate this it was cleven odlock at
yight. & gol three lelter today

* Fort Donelson, Tennessee. U.S. Grant victory.
* Muggins Cribbage card game.



Yebruary 19
"Chets morming & came off quard it has rained all diy and now it rains some
& wrole two lelter and plaved UGS,

Cfebruary 20
Chis morming it dleared off and was cold and windy. Our men felched in
two prisnors. CXe have done nothing loday

february 2]
A the morning it was pleasant. S the  Jourricon we had batadlion drill and

in the afternoon we had brigade drill & taken sick and did not g0 oul on
brigade drill

' cbruary 22
Chis morning It began lo rain and rained all day. Chere was a greal deal
df firing saluls loday,

oY chruary 23

‘Chis morning it was warm and (Srowery) and has rained some. % had
conipany inspection and then @ man came 1o lalk lo us but we made up our
mind that he did not krow much and we went buck 1o our lents and left hrim
and we wenl back o plaping mugivs and he wenl some where élse

Cfebruary 24

Chis morning it was it rained some but ahout noon we had orders o el ready
lo march in a hury which we 4id Jor the report came that the rebels wer
advancing on us but we did not find any of them




february 25
‘Chis moting 1t was dear and cold  @ur regameril went out on pickel

Coday it has been warm. Chis afternoon & have wrole letiers all day prelty
e

Y ebruary Zéth
Chis morning it was warm and pleasant but it began 1o tain aboul noon and
freis rained all the afternoon. All is quiet on the lines yet

Y ebruary 27

& dleared of last might in the righ and this morning il was clear and pleasant
bt coldd and windy, @ur boys ook one prisnor yesterday. & have done
nothing today but play mugins or dominoes. W ol orders 1o march loday

Cfebruary 28
"Chis morning it was clear and cold and the wind has blowed &l day
‘Conight our boys aame in from pickat and we wer mustored  Jor pap

CMarch the 7th 1862

‘Chis morming it was dlear and cold (V¢ have not done nolhing loday but
lay around the canp.

CMarch 2
‘Chis morming it was dlear but it hegan 1o snow ahout noon. O had
geveral inspection Hhis four noon and this affer noon we drawed our new pants

and played dominoes



CMarch 3

Chiis morring it rained some. O have done nothing loday. Conight it
ratrs very jast and runs through the shanty like an old ( ).

CMarch ¥
‘Ciis morning it had dleared of and was pleasant and warm. O had

bayonet ill this Jour noon and this g‘iﬁmﬁn we have not done a%yi/ﬁ}:'g" Hhat
is 5o & axpect.

CMarch §

‘Chis morning it was rather doudy and it rained some. & was detailod to
work on the road lodgy. (W% have beon puting brusth in and then covering
them with dirt

CMarch 6

‘Chis morning it was warm and pleasant. & was delailed  for work on the road
but did nor have lo g0 and s @?fo’f?i’éﬁl’l & Jad my picture laken.

CArch 7
‘Chis morming it was dear and cold - Chere is nothing going on. (W got
our little tents for bro today. & have beon on gutard 5@@

ChMarch 8
Chis morning it was dear and pleasant & came off quard this morving and
wenl and lad my photograph laken and tomorrow we go on pickel

Charch 9

‘Chis morming il was warnt and pleasant and has been so all.. C¥e startad  Jor
the pickel lines and got to our post about noon and then we had to build «



house and then it was might "Cher was conciderable  firing towards the
Plockade but & have not heard what it wes about el I 15 warm and
Plecisant lonight and the moon shines brightly.

CMarch 70

‘Chis morning it was dloudy and began 15 rain about noon and raned  Jor a
couple of hours then it dleared of and to night when & rit tuis it is Plecsant and
the moon is shining brightly and & am siting by the fire in our bough house
riting. Chere has been some troops sent out lodiy

Chiarch 77

O pickel still and it has been very plasant 1o dgy. O urm nice spring
weather: Al is quict along the lines yet our trogps have beon advancing
Qborme for the last two or three days

ChMarch 72
‘Chis wiorring Il was dlear and Pleasant and warm as sumer. ¥ came inlo
carmp this aflernoon and & gol & Zﬁ![ﬂ'ﬁcﬁm home

Clarch 73

Chis morning it was dloudy and about nive oclock it began to rain and it

ratned most @l dap. X% have done nolhing loday,

CMarch 1#
"Chis morning we had orders to march and we went as far a ~5fort Syon
and there we stayed all the afternoon. X% axpedt to go lonight or carly in

the morming. CMartin Glicd” was woundad in the side but he is stil alive

* Martin Clyce. See APPENDIX #2 (Roster)



‘Che weather is doudy and looks like rain

ChMarch 15

‘Chis morring it was rany and cold - W& encamped on our old ground at
fort Syon last night.: W expecied 1o embark His morning on the boal
but somethhing wis the matter: S has rained &l day and 1o night we SBill

and & are in an old colored mans house. Chere are some preity poung ladies
here,

CMarch 16

Chis morning it was 1ol raning bul looked some like it ‘Coday we moved
our camp. (W eapedt lo start lomorrow, (W% are in Alewandhia lo night

Chtarch 77

Chis morning we wer ordered on board the boai e g0l aboard about
noon. &t might we (slept) in Alezandria

CMarch 78

W stayed on the boat last right and we slept on the outside of the cabin.
CWo startad down the river about deven oddock (% passed the rebel baterics

and they were alf deserted  Che gun bodts ﬁma’ Some at some cavely and
made them run. CWe anchored for the night down below the ( )
a fittle ways

ChMarch 79
Chis morming we got inte ~Sfortress CManroe about three odlack in the
daflernoon. Larly in the morning Geant it) we sow the little monitor™

* Fortress Monroe/Monitor/Battle of Hampton Roads.



CMarch 20
Cleis morming it rained and we linded ahout 8 odlock and and went shout &

mile imlo the counlty and caniped and we went and caight some oysters.

Clarch 27

Chis morning 1t was doudy and looked some bee rain but it did not rain wntil
lowards right. ‘Chis morning we went out and looked around - Obome the
rebels fired some at our boats as there we passing by QPewells Rt with
dispatches lo Newport News & saw Geoneral O bod this morming.
raiis some Lo might. (W had dress perade at ~Sfortress CMonroe for the first
lime

CMarch 22

Chis morring it has dearad of OV wer lo have company drill this four
noon but did not. & was detailed 1o go and help put logether some wagons
that had gone ashore on the beach five miles above the ~fort. Conight &
an going lo slecy in @ wigon where the waves the wheels of the wagon.

Clarch 25
‘Coday we have put logether some wegons and soldiered some. @ur men look
two prisnors loday. Obome more lrocps come down loday. O has been

plesant today

CMarch 24

Y storday we finished puting the wagons logether and got done about noon
and then started for comp. OV stayed in the camp of the eloware
regament last night



ClMarch 25

‘Chis morHig we staried j&f cantp and jc%wfo{ them moorad some twe or hrae
miles (V6% gol in camp about len odlock. (Ve went around some in the

1uins of Qﬁgmfzpfm

Chlarch 26
‘Chis morning it looked some like rain. Chere wis some firing on the lines
& werl and saw some of the boys out g ( ' ) Tomorrew we move
Clarch 27

Coday we have had two dnills. Chis Journoon we had conpany dnill and this
aflernoon we had batallion &ill and & wrole three laters

CAlaroh 28
‘Chis fourncon we had batallion dnill and this afternoon we played ball  "Che
weather is fine. OStl all is quist on the lines

Clarch 29

‘Chis miorving il was pleasant. (Ve had company drill arnd this aflernoon it
rained like the (devil) and we had to (move) dlase logether.

ChMarch 30
‘Coday it has rained all day. & went down 15 the warf lo se¢ what wis
going on there. (Ve saw many quantity atillery and ( )

wflrim?}y N rans some through the yigh.

CMarch 37
"Chis morring it deared of carly. S has beon warm and pleasant. & have
ot been very wall to day. ‘Chere has been some firing on the river lo day hut



we donl krow what Jor.

il first 1862

Coday it has beon warm and pleasant so them say that have been well &
have nol felf warm today but once. ‘Chat was when O was asleep on the
south side of @ bail of hay.

égﬁl’.?
Chis wiornig it was doudy and the wind has Howed day and it has beon
cold and raw & got two letters today. O have been sick all dap.

Aopril 3

‘Coday we have had two dills company dvill this fournoon and batalion Al
in the afternoon. & hare not been any hetter much loday. & bought some
aples and had some sauce

Aol ¥

‘Chis morring we had orders (o pack up and start. OXp marched about ten
mitles. @ was with the bagage train nol being able 1o kesp up with regt but &
came up with them. At C8iy SBathal” there wer pretiy plerty of sesesth
Jortifications there. & have marched in the awfulest misery imaginable. (%
axpect lo lake the lead lomorrow,

Bl §
Cadlay we have stayed rite where we encanped last might. Chere have been
Sighting to Q- orktown loday

47 Battle of Yorktown



Byl 6

Chits morming we started on the march agant ayd came up with the reg.

Chis was Qundlay and it was pretty siill with the cxceptions of & cannon now
and then from the rebels. X% can see the  Jortifications pretly plain at
orkiown. X our men look a hatlery this aflernoon.

Bpril 7

& came up wit the regt. about dirk and found them rite within range of of the
enemys quns. ‘Chey throw some shells onto our camp but did not hurt any one
& bagan lo rain about dark and raied all Hight.

ABpril 8
Chis morming it ratned and has rained mast Al day. & have not been very
well loday and hardly able to walk St rains some lowight

Bpril 9
‘Coday it has rained most all day. C¥% have done nothing but lay around
and watch the shells that the enemy throw at us

Al 70
Chis morming it was cold enough 1o fricae a white man. OBesesh have beon
[firing some at ws. (¥  Jell back about one hundred pards inte the woods

where it was warmer somie

Aopril 17

Chiis moring it dlaarod off and has boon warm and pleasont. Chiis fournoon
there ywas some canonading but this aflernoon our boys had 1o fall in and go
oul for o fight but the rebels went back and we did not have any fight bt we
wor ardered 1o slegp on our avms all night



Bpril 12

Coday it has been warm as summer. % have not done nothing lodayp.

Che...

rebels have fired a few shols at us to day but things have been prelty quiel.
COeneraly they (sisly) gelting ready lo give them fils

é@n] /3
Chiis morming it wos warne and pleasant. Sverpthing is quiet pet there has
been little or no firing today, & got & letter from Neow Cﬁgmwkz}”ﬁ lodap.

Bpril 14
Coday we have not done anpthing. & went oul and looked aroumnd some
loday. & went lo see the balloon. & was close to it Cwr batteries have

been firing at them all day. Che weather has been fine loday

4£ﬁ2’ 1KY
Chis morning 1 was warm and rained some. very thing has been still
today. Conight we are going on pickst. % have got every thing ready

Bl ]6

CWe went out on picket C¥e were stationcd within a Jew perds of our
baterys and the robels got the range of us and they bagan to throw shéll at us
and they mads us (hunt) our holes for & fow moments but we ol our places
agein soon and they didnt gel us away again. One of our men had both of
his feet shot off and one the second was shot (into pizoes) ()b a rifle
caron shot.



April 17

‘Co day we have rested. S has boon very warm. QB warm that it has
beont uncomforiable. @ur men have baen banging away all day and the rebels
have killed bwo or three of our men,

Lpril 18

Koy thing has boon sill except an ocasional qun that has been fired at the
rebals on their works. @ur regt. has hoen out on Jatigue duty”. & have
suffered almost every thing today

Bpril ]9

Wl today we wer all pretty badly scard by & 100 pound rifle canon shell
contirig i aniongst us bul Jortunatly it did not come dlose enough to hurt any
one. B rains some lo might

Bpril 20
& has rarwad all day loday @Z%fgy Z,lzz;fgg' has been quict along the e

April 27
Q% has rained gl day lo dap. ‘Chis moring our regt. wenl oul on pickel
@'@7 started at ¥ oclock O was not well cnough lo g0

Lpril 22

W% it Juas rained some today. @ur regt. came in from pickel this morring
and they wer rather a wet looking st for it rained ol night  The rabels have
been firing some and killed one man in the S regl

* Duty of a non-military kind.



Boril 23

Coday it has boor warm and pleasant. O% have not had any thing lo do
to day. ‘Chere has baen some firing but not much. & have not been able to
do anpthing pet

Aol 24
‘Co duy it has been cold and disagreeahle. @ur ragt have boon out on [allgue
today. ‘Che rebels have fired some today

Bpril 28
‘Coday it has rained some. W got our pay lodsy and some of our regt
worl oul 1o work. . ‘Chis afternoon everyihing has beon siil dlong the bnes

Lopril 26
Coday & went 1o the haspital o sse CSill and found him pretty sick.
rainad il day and @l might and & got pretty wet

Bopril 27

‘Chiis morning our régament went oul on picket. Chere has beon some : firing
on the lines today. ‘Che weather is sill rainy. & did not o out loday
because & did not féel like it

April 28
@ur boys came in from pickel and brought in one prisoner. e have not
had any fiting yet. Every thing is quict along the lines

ABopril 29
‘Coday we have deaned our quns and played ball some and done nolhing
sinoe every thing is quicl along the lines. ‘Chare has been some firing but but it



did not amount to much. X% have had orders to g0 o guard o night
somenwhere

Bl 30

&t night we wenl out and laped in one of the (ragouts) as ( ) for the
batery. (W% came in about sunrise. O has raned some to day and rains
some lo night. Ve wer wer mustered for pay loday

CMay the first 1862

CMay ]

‘Chis morning & gol & pass and went up o sé6 SBill and found him not
niuch belter. ‘Chere has boon some firing on the lines but no one has beent hurt
et ‘Comorrow morming we go out on pickel al four oclsck.

ChMay 2
‘Chuis morning we come oul to quard the batereys and the rebels have heon
shellong us all day. One shell just came over and it mads me make 1Y HAHELS

pretly quick.

CMay 3

C¥% came in from pickel this morning loday. & have write four letter today,
‘Che rebels have been firing all dapbut have not done much damage yel bul
the still keep pepering now.

CMay ¥

Chis morming we got up and found that the rebels had gone and lefi there
works. & am siting on a bow riting this. & have 2 just been looking at sonte
of there works lo Blow us sky high



Chay §
Chits morning when & woke up it was raining and s rained every since
Our men have been fighting on head & have been bohind with the team

May 6
‘Cliis morming it hid stoped raining and was pleasant. & lost the wagons and

did not find them agein but found the regement al dark Co might & came
acrass the batllefield and saow some dead rebels

Chay 7
Chis morming it was Plecsant and warm. & was delailed to cook Coaday

aur boys wenl oul lo guard some wigons bl we could not gl Io the Wyf for
the rebels had burnad the pier.

Chay 8
‘Codiay we have not done nothing but have inspection. Comorrow we capect

to march. ‘Chis aflernoon O went up 1o ~fort Magruder’” to felp ferry off
the (woundad)

CMay 9

C¥p startad on the march about ten odlock and marched about siz milss
CNathing has been seen of the rebels pel but we () enough of there duds
dlong the road

ChMay 70

‘Chis moring we siaried again aboul suntise and have not marched very far

* Fort Magruder. Earthen fortification straddling road between Yorktown and Williamsburg. Battle of
Williamsburg (May 5).



on acoourtt of the taams being so far belind QS has boon very warm lo day.
Chers is # report that thers has been another battle ahead but we dont Fnow
how trew it is

CMay 77
Co day we have rested and they sap 1t is Oburdap but that i #ll i know

about it Chere has beent some heavy ﬁﬁ}zg‘ on head cyf 145 but we have not
learned what it was for. @ur taams have gone for bread

CMay 12
‘Chis morning it was clear and pleasant. Everpthing is still yot tomorrow we
expect lo march lomorrow some where

Chay 13
Chis morning we siaried and marched about 8 miles and camped ] s

awful dry and dusty and the men leok more like men of (mud) than any thing
alse

Chay 74
O has rained ll day lo day. (W& marched about 6 miles throughht the rain
and then camped for the righht and it still rains but we have gol our lenls up,

Chlay 75

ST has ratned all day 1o day and we have marched about siz miles through
the rain and mud and then pilched our tents in the mud and layed down in the
miud

Clay 76
(W& have rastad today or rather ran around the counlry. (X% bﬁzzglzz‘ some



catees and pics and saved our three dAaps rations

CMay 17
Co day we have not done much @zz'fﬁfzzr noon I clearncd by qun and

and this aflernoon we went down Lo the warf and bought some things and
speculated some on them™

CMay 18
‘Co day sumiery. & wenl lo meeling and in the afterncon & had a tooth
drawn and it broke of and made it wors than before.

Clay 79
Chis morning we had orders to march. A1 7 oclock we marched about o mile
and camped for the might. S has rained most of the day.

ChMay 20
‘Chis worning we wer catled up about 3 oclock and Justled of aboul five o six

miles double quick and then the order came to pich tents and and we hoar
there has been some heavy firing toward Richmornd this aflervoon

ChMay 27
‘Co day we have resied but the lroops have been marching past us all day

Uy face has aked so ol dap that & have not laken much comfort this
overiing. & wenl out of camp 1o lake  stroll and sow some of the nicest
courttry that & ever saw. verpthing looks still and nice and i1 wasnl for
the ocasional boom of the heavy quns in the distance one would not think that
courtry was the seat of war.

** Likely near Cumberland Landing, Pamunkey River.



CMay 22
‘Co diay we have layed still S rained some and we had 1o by dlose to keep

ary. & hailed some but was warm

Chay 25

‘Chis morming it rained some. Chis aflernoon we had orders lo pack our duds
and march i len moments and we went ahout siz miles and encamped for the
High.

CMay 24

Co day we have rested S has rained QBome to march within ahout ten
milles of Richmond  Every thing is quiet yet excgpl an ocoasionad gun now
and then,

CMap2§
Chis morning we had 1o pack our duds and and ( ) ¥ came about

ﬁ%’ or st miles and mmpa% within about bwe milas q’ the rebel plckels and
arcamped in the woods

CMay 26

‘Co day we have layed still S has rained some. % had orders 1o peck
our knapsacks and have them taken the other side of the Glickahomana river”
Jor we had a general order (réad) to that ofect to night

CMap?7
‘Co day we have held our selves in reddynes [0 march at a momenls notice
Chere has been some prety heavy firing lo day on our right

! Chickahominy River



Clay 28

Chis morning 1 raivned some and we have not dovie a?zg;l/zz;zy &/ gl soie
letters and one from S8ill Direct 1o () Q. & 5D 3 ragt. General
ICaspita] Anapolis U3

Chay 29
‘Co day it has been warm and Pleasani. Chis afernoon we pecked our duds

and and marched about a mile and there we encamped for @ short time

Chlay 30
Wl we went and qot some brush and fizéd our shanty so that the . would

nol hine E}zng/z O rained some his g?m&aﬁ and then waler got under us
and made us hunt our sele

Chlay 57

‘Chis morming we had orders to get raady 1o march and we packed our duds
and started and we marched about Diree miles and piched our tenls and got
them fairlp piched and we had ts g 1ile into avtion and we had @ lough old
time of 11°

CHune the first 1862

‘Chis morning the battle began agein and lasted nearly ail the  Journoon but
aur boys finaly drove them back and this affernoon ther had not been much
Sfiting. QY rained some this oG

June 2

Co day tow hundred of our regt. went out as scouts and the rest &f us went

*2 Battle of Seven Pines (Fair Oaks)



aboul a mile and encarpad for the might O have not beeon very wall for a fow
days back,

une 3
‘Chis morning i was rather rainy. CO¥z wer ordered out 1o fight but did not

have to go for the rebels did ot come out so we were 4l right.

une ¥

Chis morning it rained like ll get oul and came near floating us off
never saw It rain harder in any like than it did right. Our things wer all
wol and are lo night but we have got used to et ST has romiad most 71 day
loday and rains lowight

dﬂﬁa 5

Chis morning the canonading comenced on cur right and is continued el but
we dont; know what it &5 for. @ur regt. has gone out on pickat. Che firing
Jras been kept up aill day and they are at it this evening.

Tune 6

‘Chis morming it rained some. Our 1egt. came i lonight and we got our pay

this aflerncon. Q5 drew 2.6 diollars

June 7

‘Coday we have laped sill for it has rained like al gt out Every thing is
still pet dbf{q the lines except an ocasional qun now and Vien.

~une 8

‘Chis morming we wer hurried into the ranks by & heavy  firing on our right but
i did not amount 1o anpthing. O had 1o move today a litle ways. Chere



had been firing out on the line ol dap.

Sune 9

Chis morning it was pleasant. Chere has been some hearp firing on our
right. ‘Co night & went down o lhe depot and when we came back we went
lo meling.

Sune 70
Chis moring it rained bke all git out ard hs raned all day. Chere has

becn no eattement here lo day. Co night it rains and the rebels are banking
away al our pickels as usual Chey have killad some of our men loday

A added note.

Qbate of Alatrimeny
Che state of matrimony has at last been bounded and discribed by some
westarn student who says; as bounded by huging and kising on one sids and
aradie and babies on the other side its chief productions are papulation;
Proomsticks and staying oul late of nights. O was discoverad by Adam and
&ve wihile trping 1o find the nerthwest pasiage oul of paridise, the dimate i
sultry ll pou pess the trofies of house keeping when agualp..

weather sels in with such power as lo kegp all hands cool as ever
() ﬁr the principal roads .f’fm%?fg lo this inleresting state consult e  first patr o
Hlew epes you el

June 17

Co day we had orders to gt ready and march and we Gid 6% wont about
two mitles and encampped for the might. "Cwo of our men were shot by the
rebels this aflernoon.



une 12
Co day we have beon under arms all day. Chere has boon skermishing all

dlong the line all day. Chis four noon we expected lo have a fight every
moment but o ;zg;g‘}zz‘ i is guiet ( )& gol a lelter ﬁwﬁ Aunt Q/@f‘o’@if s
morning and answered it this aflermoon.

~June 15

‘Chis morning & was awakened by the boonting of canon and it was kept up
at ttervals all day. @ur boys have beon builiding rifle pits 7l day

June 14 |
‘Co day we have been under arms ll day Jor they wer reportsd to be lots of
rebels on our front but they will net atack us

Sune 18

- ustorday & went to look for & horse that was lost but could not find him
O the afternoon 1l rained some and then was some Skirmishing on the linas
and we wor (drawn) up up in the rain and had to stand there for an hour or to
it il finally disd down and we went back 1o our tents

une 16
‘Co day & have been Chigf cook and bottle washer for the agutant. The

weather has boen fine today. ‘Chere has beon some  firing but not much. G
axpeclad an alack this morming but it fEll through

June 17

‘Co day every thing has beon still today. T night there was one volop firad
and that was all. S has beent very comforiable today and not to warm. @&
have cooked for the Aquian! loday



June 18
Chis orHinG we wer drawn up in the line of battle and wer kept so all day

‘Chere has been heary ﬁ}?}fg on our 1ight lo day but we havent learmed what it
was pet. ‘Che rebels have thrown some shots at us to day but have not done
any damage. ‘Co night i rains some

une 79
Ceo day 1t has been quitel and every thirg as been still loday and the weather

s been very wearm but tonight it is cool and comfortable

~June 20
‘Coday & have not been very well XNt s will as usual but have helped

some on our well and cook some baons  Che rebels have throwed some shot
ard shell at us but 4id net furt any one. ‘Che weather has beon  five loday,

une 27
‘Chis ntorming there was some firing but it did not amourt to much there was
Some flzmﬂ}gq lo fﬁy’/ﬁf

Tune 22

Co day Obunday

B has been the first quict Obunday that & have seen in a long time. ‘Che
rebels have nol fired & qun nor our men except some in camp. & was out
bapond the lines today affer some oats for the horses but did not see any rebels

June 23

Chis morming we some startled by a firing in our rear but it turned out to be
Gonches Siision firing of their quns. very thing has been quidl today on

the lines



une 24
Co day it has rained some by showers. ‘Che rebels have been ureisually quict

loday considering it has been « ratny day but there has been some  firing.

une 25

"Chiis morning our régt wer ordered to get in line and then they wer marched
aul inlo the woods and there awaited for the rebels 1o come out but they did not
g Lo our regt but there has been some lernible fighting dene today on beth sids
but the rebels have not driven us back any et tomorrow look out®

une 26
"Cuis fournoon all was quiet but this aflernoon there has been heary firing on

our right and 1o night the news came in that mechanios vill* was taken by our
Jources,

o

une 27
‘Coday there has been fighting all along the lines and there has beon heavy

Jfiring in the neighborhood of Richmond but what it was we have not found
out yel. ur pickels have been firing all the time

une 28
ey thing has been still loday cvcepting some skermishing on the line bul to
Hight 1l looks as though we wer going 1o gel up and dust out of this seon

une 29
‘Co day we have beon skidadaling dll day and have now bunked down Jor

** Qak Grove. Beginning of Seven Days Battles
* Mechanicsville PA



the izz'g/z[ ‘ (67253,7 have been ﬁ'gf'z!z}zy’ all day in our rear.

Sune 30

‘Co day we have boen traveling all day towards (night )| Chey were
Sghting like Obam hill and wer wer all with the trains in a - field under cover of
the gun bodts

uly the first 7

‘Coday we have been on the tramp and came down lo the division hospital”
and there staved for the night Chere was heavy canonading i our 1ear”

Suly 2
Chis morning we wer orderad 1o gt up and skiddsdle as fast as we could for
Gty Boint and when we got here we mat some reinforcements lo help us. S

has ratned all day like under.

uly 3

Chis morning the rebels comenced 5/-15[[1}13;‘ our camp and made us hunt our
folezs. O has raimnsd some to day and the mud has haen kneo deep 5o that it

wias hard gelting around,

uly ¥
@%{@7 s Been rather a dary fourth for us. Che rebels have been shelling us
some but did not do any hurt

*> Hospital at Savage Station (?) See picture
*® Battle of Malvern Hill (7)



ulp §
Co day every thing has been quict and we have had a guood daps rest. ‘Chere

has been some movenmenls mads amongst the lroops but nothing particular.

Chep have boeon landing ll day.

uly 6
Co dey all has been quict and we have had one more still Qﬁwfa’agz @/

wenl and had o bath and then came home and ol supper and then went lo
church.

uly 7

‘Coday every thing has been still awcgpt canonading on the river this morning.
Chat wes some of the rebel baterys firing into our transports but there was no
damiage dove.

il 8
‘Co day cvery thing has been still and hot cHogh 1o roast a Higer. This

overting the Drasident and CGeneral CMadlelan came and made us & visit
and our belerys fired the N ational slute and the men cheerad as though they
charging of sesesh

uly 9

Coday & have boen drawing rations il dap and waiting on (my) boys who
s been very sick. OPesesh have been very quist today

July 70

TChis morming it Pleasant and cool but about noon it Z’c‘?‘éﬁl {o rain and rained
all the @ﬁgr HooH and orening.



uly 77

Chis afler noon it has ratned some and this four noon it was gelting réady.
very thing is quitzl here ‘Che sesedh think that they wont try us here.
Chere has been some firing down the river to day

Sy 12

‘Coday it has been very pleasant and cool ‘Chere has been some heavy firing
down the river today and some muskelry out on jpr lines but we have not heard
wht it was pel

uly 13
Co day all is quict and our division was reviewed by Q@ﬁfﬁf&‘[@@ﬁlﬂ%ﬂ
@ has been very warm loday.

uly 1#
‘Co day it has been hot enough 1o roast niger and & have boon sick 71l day

and sweating in the shade ke x () Che rabels still keep pepering away
down the river.

uly 75

Coday it has been warmer than yesterday for there has been no air stiring at
all loday ezoept what the rebels have kicked up down the river and that is not

miuch

Suly 16

‘Coday it has been very warm. Chere is nothing going on here p.
Cowards wight 1t began lo rain and it rained all night



ulp 17
‘Co day it has beon very hot but not so warm as pesterday. very thing is
quitet here pet. OWe drawed some C@’md to day. ‘Co yighht 1t looks like rain.

Ty 18

st might 1t raved all wight and we wer as wet as could be. ‘Chiis morming it
is cool and cloudy and looks like rain. Chere is nothing going on here pa.

Chere was take of our ( ) this afler noon but whether it is so we dont
Frow,

Suly 79

st right (we moved cargo o) the road and have been busy fizing the comp
ground. Chere is nothing going on here. Che boys are all (raady) for
somelhing to do

uly 20
@ was sick all day. S was YETY War

ulp 27

& have not been much better to day. D has not been so warm lo dap

Ty 22

Co day it has been cool and pleasant. CW7g drew our new lents lo day and
Sfized them up. O have been some belter to day

ulp 23
Co day it has been rather warm. & have beon a goodedl betlor to day To

Hight our brigade went oul on & dnill. & got a letter from Obam and ()



uly 24

Co day it has not been quite so warm. Chere has not been any thing going
on to day. Obome of our men went out and siayed in the fifle pits this affer
noon,

uly 25
Co day S was put on hafduly by the doctor but have not done any thing.

O s been very warm lo day

uly 26
S day it has been very warm but this evening il begon lo rain and rained

quile hard

Suly 27

‘Co day it has been vory warm. ‘Chis morning we had divshion inspection
buGen (Rerry) and this affernon we went to durch

July 28

"Chis morning we had drill and then sick call and then we liid still until  four
oclock and then went on batallion Al

uly 29

ﬁ?a é’!‘?fi}ﬂ}



Last page:

As & walked by mysdlf
& tatked to my self
CApself 1t said 1o me,
C8aware of thy self

‘Cake cme of thy self
CSfor o body cares for thee

(Remember me and dont forgel
Chase happy hours when first we (met)
Aund 1f the grave be first my bad
Kemember me when & am dead

( 77 )






Auction Hem http://www amoskeag-auction.com/67/195 himt

Diaries and Carte de Visite Belonging to Commissary Sgt. Samuel R. Dickerman,
6th N.H. Infantry (Died a P.O.W. at Andersonville Prison)

Click on images for enlarged versions.

This lot consists of three items in all. The first item is a small, faux leather bound pocket diary for 1862 in which
then Private Dickerman gives a brief outline of the day's events for every day of the year up fo the 17th of
November, about the time that the regiment reached Falmouth, near Fredericksburg {unforiunately, Dickerman
gives no account of their assaull on Marye's Heights aboul a month later). The diary is intact but shows ali the
evidence of having been carried during a hard campaign; the cover is well-worn and the coverflap is missing the
closure tab and loop. Additionally, the rear cover is partially detached from its paper backing. The second item is
a shightly larger pocket diary for 1863 started while the 6th was in winter quarters back in Falmouth. This diary is
meticulously filled out from January 1, all the way o December 31, and makes mention of the regiment's
involvement at Antietam. Additionally, Dickerman was very thorough in keeping track of how many letters he
received from his wife back home in Nashua, N.H. as well as his financial accounts. This diary is in very good
shape, lightly worn but with an intact cover and closure tab. The last itemis a Brady studio marked C.D.V. which
shows a knees up view of a hatless Dickerman wearing a short jacket with the chevrons of a Commissary
Sergeant on the sleeves, dark vest with watch chain, and dark trousers. The card is in fine shape with some
minor damage around the comers and a small amount of age toning. Samuel R. Dickerman was a 33-year-old
resident of Nashua, N.H. when he enlisted as a Private on November 6, 1861, mustering into Co. G, 6th N.H.
Infantry a month later. He was listed as missing following the 2nd Battle of Bull Run on August 29, 1882, but
returned to the regiment late in November. Upon the expiration of his term of service, Dickerman reenlisted on
January 1, 1864, with a concurrent promotion to Commissary Sergeant and transfer to Co. |. Six months later he
was busted back to Private and was subsequently taken prisoner and sent to the infamous Confederate prison
camp at Andersonville, GA. This was where he was last seen later in the vear and is listed as having died on
September 15, 1864 (his body was never ideniified). This is a poignant memenic of a New Hampshire soldier
whe never made it home again, and would make a fabulous grouping for a Civil War or American history
enthusiast. (2364-49) (1500/2500) SOLD FOR $2070.00

Sold at auction September 20, 2008
Amos Keag Auction Co., Inc.
Auction #67

Item #195
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/ DICKERMAN, SAMUEL R./

& MNew Search
¢ Search Fort McHenry
Prison

|Side Union
|Unit Name |6 New Hampshire infantry

Regiment 6

State New Hampshire

|Function {infantry

i]C‘Qm;::am),f |

! (Rank ] Private

Type JHe!d at Andersonvilie and survived |
[Capture
‘ Date Unknown
5]7Capture Site fUnknown
Alternate None ‘ 5
|Name |
|Remarks  |COMPANY G [37] |




3rd Michigan Infantry Company D

http://www oldthirdmichigan.org/pages02/co_d himl

Company D - the old Boston (lonia county) Light Guard

NOR refers to the soldier who was not part of the original group
which left Grand Rapids on June 13, 1861.

CAPT Moses B. Houghton
1st LT Peter Granger
2nd LT George W. Phillips

ALDESON, John Edwin {NOR)
ALLEN Edwin
ALLSPAUGH, Benjamin
ARTHUR, Edmund B. (NOR)
ARTHUR, Richard E.
BAILY, William

BAKER, Philetus

BARBER, Andrew
BARBER, Martin

BARBER, Samuei B.
BARRENGER, Christopher
BAXTER, Charles w.
BAYNE, Philip

BEATTY, Joseph (NOR)
BENSON, John

BENTON, Daniel
BIGALOW, Moses P.
BIGGS, Solomon D. (NOR)
BOOTH, Henry W.
BRIGGS, Jerome
BUXTON, Rufus (NOR)
CAHOON, Joseph B.
CLARK, George B.
CLARK Hiel P.

CLYSE, Martin

COLE, Benjamin F.
CONVERSE, Daniel G.
CORBY, Squire G. (NOR)
COREY, Charles
COTTON, ZaraL or Lara L.
CUTLER, Henry C.
DAILEY, James
DERBRAW, Newton
DICKERMAN, Edward H.
DILLENBECK, Charles H.
ELLISON, Hiram G.
FARGO, George F. (NOR)
FARGQ, Herry S. (NOR)
FISH, William H.

FOULKS, John (NOR)
FRANCIS, isaac

FRISBY, Herry M.
GARDNER, John

GEER, Israel S.

GILLOT, Amos W.
GRANGER, Munson (NOR)
GRANGER, Peter V.
GREEN, Edgar

GRIFFITH, William H.
GROMMOND, Nelson G. (NOR)
GROOMS, Price
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jrd Michigan Infantry Company D

HAMMOND, George E.
HARRIS, Charles D.
HERRINGTON, Oscar L.
HESS, Byron

HEUSTIS, Henry M.

HICKS, William H.

HILL, George Dana

HINES, Willis G.

HOAG, Charles H.
HOLLISTER, Moses M.
HOUGHTON, Moses Barrett
HUNT, William J.

IPE, Andrew J.

KEARNEY, Patrick
KEELER, George H.

LAKE, Martin (NOR)
LENNINGTON, Hiram (NOR)
LENNINGTON, John (NOR)
LEWIS, Royal P.

LOCKE, Dennis (NOR)
LORAIN, James (NOR)
MANGE, Herry

MARLETT, William H.
MATHER, Henry S.

McKAY, Willard (NOR)
McLAIN, Robert (NOR)
MOORE, Alonzo E.
MORRIS, Webster J.
MORTON, Alexander
MUNDELL, Walter Lewis
MUNSON, David A. (NOR)
MYERS, Philander J.
NEITZ, Philip

NEWLAND, James F.
NICHOLAS, John
OLMSTEAD, King R. {NOR)
OWEN, William M./Marvin (NOR)
PALMITER, Charles/Chandler
PARISH, Mortimer E.
PECK, Robert H.

PETIT, Lewis or Louis
PHILLIPS, George W. Jr.
PHILLIPS, George W. 5r.
POST, George C.

REED, Samuel W.
RENWICK, James (NCR}
RENWICK, William (NOR)
REYNOLDS, James
ROBBINS, Moses
ROBINSON, Oscar A
ROSS, Nathan Jr.
SLOCUM, George (NOR)
SMITH, Harding

SMITH, Henry (NOR)
SMITH, Jonathan T.

SMITH, Nathan Jeduth
STARING, Sylvarus
STEWART, Ezra

STORY, Urius
THOMPSON, Sylvester or Sylvanus (NOR)

http://www oldthirdmichigan org/pages02/co_d htmi
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3rd Michigan Infantry Company D

30of3

THOMPSON, Thomas

TODD, Ira

TOMPKINS, John
TRAVERSE, Leonard
TUTTLE, A Clark

TUTTLE, Andrew P.

VAN DEUSEN, Philip
VOSBURGH, Charles H.
WADE, OrrenD.

WEAVER, Jacob
WELLINGTON, Elbridge Jr.
WEST, Charles N. or H. (NOR)
WEST, John (NOR)

WHITE, Nathan or Norman G.
WACKHAM, Josiah D. (NOR)
WILLIAMS, Charles D.
WILSEY, Calvin A. (NOR)
WILSON, Merritt
WINEBRENNER, John (NOR)
WOODMANCY, Oscar
WOODRUFF, Charles M. (NOR)
WOODRUFF, William E. (NOR)
WRIGHT, William

hitp://www.oldthirdmichigan org/pages02/co_d html
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Battle of Blackburn's Ford

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Battle of Blackburn's Ford took place on JTuly-18,
1861, in Prince William County and Fairtax County,
Virginia, as part of the Manassas Campaign of the
American Civil War.

On July 16, 1861, the untried Union army under Brig.
Gen. Irvin McDowell, 35,000 strong, marched out of the
Washington, D.C., defenses to give battle to the
Confederate army, which was concentrated around the
vital railroad junction at Manassas. Moving slowly, they
reached Fairfax Court House on July 17 and began to
look for a fording point across Bull Run Creek so that
they could flank the Confederate Army. The
Confederates, about 22,000 men under the command of
Brig. Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard, anticipated McDowell's
move and guarded seven fords across Bull Run.

On July 18, McDowell ordered Brig. Gen. Daniel Tyler
to locate the Confederate left flank. He was to advance
to Centreville, reconnoiter just beyond it, and report
back. When Tyler found
that Centreville was
unoccupied by
Confederate troops, he
marched southeast to
Mitchell's Ford and
Blackburn's Ford,
arriving at the latter
about 1T a.m. Looking ,
south across the stream, e
Tyler believed that the I
road to Manassas S
Junction was clear, but
he failed to see the
Confederate brigade of &_AA
Brig. Gen. James TN
Longstreet concealed in
the woods behind the
ford. He ordered two

owltzers under Capt.

Coordinates: 38°48'15"N 77°26'57"W

Battle of Blackburn's Ford
Part of the American Civil War

~ Date July 18, 1861
. Location Prince William County and Fairfax
County, Virginia
Result  Confederate victory
; , Belligerents &
' B United States = CSA {Confederacy) |
' (Union)
f‘ Commanders
Irvin McDowell P.G.T. Beauregard
, Daniel Tyler ’ James Longstreet
' Israel B. Richardson Jubal A. Early
. Strength
13,000 7,000t

Casualties and losses

85 6l

&~
& Prerardss

L"‘ o
S L
£ BEAUREGARD
.
e R Tagnpe \"\t
.:'\453‘ ﬂ,ﬁf b “‘h‘;\ B
Situation July 18.
[:] Confederate
D Union

Romeyn B. Ayres to bombard the Confederates he could see, guns of the Alexandria Artillery and the
Washington Arfillery, but the fire had no visible effect .He ordered Col. Israel B. Richardson and part of his

brigade forward.
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File:First Bull Run July18.svg

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

8 File
= File history
s File links
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Richardson's advance met initial resistance from the 1st, 11th, and 17th Virginia Infantry regiments of
Longstreet's brigade. Tyler ordered Ayres to move his guns closer to the action, accompanied by cavalry,
and he sent the rest of Richardson's brigade toward the ford. Richardson's assault fell apart as the 12th New
York Infantry began to retreat under heavy fire, causing a wave of panic to spread through the Union line.

Col. Jubal A. Early arrived with his Confederate brigade after marching 2 miles north from Beauregard's
headquarters at Wilmer McLean's house. The availability of this additional firepower completed the
Confederate victory, and a reinforced Washington Artillery kept the Union troops under fire as they
retreated.

The failed reconnaissance-in-force at Blackburn's Ford led McDowell to decide against a frontal assault
along Bull Run. He decided to attempt to cross the stream beyond the Confederate left flank, the maneuver
he employed at the First Battle of Bull Run on July 21.
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GENERAL RuBkpy SUITENUE THCOTHE FIRST REGIMENT : ;
ENERAL MOBERT ¢ SCHENUE. WITH THE RS R PMENT, MM VOLUNTERRY, FIRKD ISTO 8Y A MASKED HAPITEHY. SEAD VIENNA, VAL JURF i7ta, 1806

The Battle of Vienna
June 17, 1861 in Vienna, Virginia

Conclusion: Confederate Victory

Union troops were to advance to Vienna by train. When they were rounding a curve, about a
quarter mile away from town. they were fired upon by concealed, raking masked batteries of 3
guns, killing and wounding some men on the train platform and in the train cars. When they
exited the train and went into the woods to regroup. they discovered that the Confederates also
had a regiment of infantry and at least a regiment of calvary. Upon seeing this, the Union troops
fell back to the train tracks, and threw out skirmishes on both the right and left flanks. This was
[ollowed by a organized retreat which went 5 miles back. The Confederates did not pursue
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Union Army Balloon Corps

From Wikipedia, the free encyvclopedia

The Union Army Balloon Corps was a branch of the Federal Army during the
American Civil War. established by presidential appointee Thaddeus S. C. Lowe.
[t was organized as a civilian operation, which employed a group of aeronauts and
seven specially built, gas-filled aerostats for the purposes of performing aerial
reconnaissance of the Confederate States Army.

Lowe was a veteran balloonist who, among other balloonists in the country, was
working on an attempt to make a transatlantic crossing by balloon. His efforts
were interrupted by the onset of the Civil War, which broke out one week before
one of his most important test flights. Subsequently he offered his aviation
expertise to the development of an air-war mechanism through the use of aerostats
for reconnaissance purposes. Lowe met with U.S. President Abraham Lincoln on
11 July 1861, and proposed a demonstration with his own balloon, the
Enterprise. on the White House front lawn. From a height of 500 feet (150 m) he
telegraphed a message to the ground describing his view of the Washington, D.C.,
countryside. Eventually he was chosen over other candidates to be chief aeronaut
of the newly formed Union Army Balloon Corps.

The Balloon Corps with its hand-selected team of expert aeronauts served at
Yorktown, Seven Pines, Antietan, Fredericksburg, and other major battles of the
Potomac River and Peninsula. The Balloon Corps served the Union Army from
October 1861 until the summer of 1863, when it was disbanded following the
resignation of Lowe.

Lowe built seven balloons. six of which were put into service. Each balloon
was accompanied by two gas generating sets. The smaller balloons were
used in windier weather. or for quick, one-man, low altitude ascents. They
inflated quickly since they required less gas. They were: ]

B [agle
® Constitution
= Washingron

The larger balloons were used for carrying more weight. such as a
telegraph key set and an additional man as an operator. They could also
ascend higher. They were:

& { 1ion Chain Bridge as it appeared during the Civil

s [ntrepid (Lowe's favorite balloon) War.
B [veelsior
& [nited Staies
Fhe latter two balloons were held in storage in a Washington warehouse. Fve Vually the Lxcelsior was sent to Camp

(21}
Lowe a high altitude observation point. as a back-up balloon to the /iy cpzc/ during harsh winter weather, but the United
States was not put into service. LaMountain made reference to these two balloons in his diatribes against Lowe as "being

i crrladd . - . - " 22
hoarded” by Lowe so he could buy them unused at the end of the war 122

By 1 October 1861, the first balloon. the Union, was ready for action. Though it

lacked a portable gas generator, it was cal Hled into immediate service. It was

gassed up in Washington and tox\cd overnight to Lewinsville via Chain Bridge.

The fully covered and trellised bridge requi lCd Hnn he towing handlers crawl over the bridge beams and stringers to cross

the upper Potomac River into Fairfax County The balloon and crew arrived by davlight, exhausted from the nine-hour
sut not before Lowe, who was

overnight ordeal, when a gale-foree wind oo]\ the balloon awayv. 1t was later recovered. b |

{’)
humiliated by the incident. went on a tirade about the delays in providing proper equ pment. 6
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1861 VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR SOLDIER LETTERS -
3RD MICHIGAN INFANTRY, CO. D Handwritten ot
of three letters home, Sept.-Nov. 1861, from
Union soldier, Philetus Baker. His record shows he
was born in 1829/30 in Onendaga, New York and
enlisted at Grand Rapids, MI on 5/13/1861 as a
Private. He was discharged on disability on
12/24/1861 [one month after the letters were ‘
written] and died in Jan. 1862 of consumption,.
Additionally, on online site on the Third Michigan
has additional information on Baker -- he was 5'
8", blue eyes, light hair, possibly a blacksmith.
The letters, all signad, "P. Baker" were written to
C. E. and A. E. Rathbun. I believe this was his
sister [A. E.] and brother-in-law. Baker writes
from various Virginia locales. In part, spelling
uncorrected: Fort Richardson, Sept, 28, [18]61 -
4pp., 5" x 8" "I am now in camp with my company

but am not able to do much...so the Lieutenant

gave me a berth. We are building a Fort & all T
have to do is to stand in a building a hand out
tools & take them in when the men get through."
"We are in sight of the rebels they are building a
fort on an elevation some three or four miles from
us. T have looked through a glass & seen them &
that was yesterday. They appeared to be very
uneasy. The sentinels on the breastworks were
walking as fast as they could. Our troops have a
little skirmish with them every day about & the
rebels generally come out second best. There has
been a terable canonading to day. I should think it

was at the chain bridge...We have two pretty little

| guns here, They are rifled canon. They are about

12 feet long with cut barrels & weigh 4000
Ibs...they shoot 4 1/2 miles. The General turned

one of the[m] over to our company. We calculate

|
|
|

i
|
i
'
|

to man it...till we die..."; "I like it very much here

& should like to live here if it was not for slavery
atthough it is not so bad here. The slaves are well
dressed or most of them are & do about as they
are a mind to." "I was reading in the New York
Times to day that in North Carolina the loyal
troops had evacuated the coast forts and run up a
white flag..." Eagle Hill, Virginia - Oct. 10, [18]61

v i AN Tom mm® AL
L o

4pp., 8" x 10" [s0me tearing, 1" Corner o35 "W
have moved from Fort Richardson to Fort Lyon
two miles south of Alexandria...Weli, T will teil you
of our exploits, Night before last General
Richardson recd orders from General McClellan to
take two regiments & three pieces of artillery &
one company of cavalry & advance as far as we
could & not get in an engagement with the enemy

but find where their lines were. We went out

about twelve mites in a south west direction &
drove in their [? ] & the[y[ beat the drum for their
men to prepare for an attack & we turned about &
put back to camp walking about twenty four
miles...I could not get through it..." "Lieutenant
Gra{nger? paper {oss] told me if he caught me in
the ranks again...he would take me across his
knee & spank me. .."; "If we had staid there till
morning we would have been killed & taken
prisoners without doubt, We took one man
prisoner. He said we were within a miles of a
large rebel battery. They had fifteen large quns &
they were on a hill in front of us..."; "Some of the
boys were dreadful mad because the commander
did not let us camp under that battery. They think
that the whole rebel army can't take or whip the
3rd Reg...I guess the Mich troops are called as
good as there is in this division of the army ."
"There is some good country here,. . We are doing
an immense sight of damage to the farmers in
Virginia cutting their timber burning their fences &
taking boards off their buildings.” Headqguarters
3rd Regt. M. T Camp Fort Lyon Co. D - Nov. 19,
1861 -1 1/2pp., 7.5" x 9.5",0n part-printed
lettersheet headed with United States Capitol

engraving. Ink light but readable; some fold

| splitting; small tape repair verso, Writes of diet --

corned beef, beans, etc. Sleeps on straw tick w/

two woolen blankets. Papers for discharge partly
made out and plans to go home. "You must have a

good Johnny cake made for me as I plan to eat

you out of house and home.” And sadly, within

two months Baker died of his iliness,
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The Grand Review of November 20, 1861

A New Union Army Parades at Bailey’s Crossroads, Virginia

In the first decade of the 21st century, Bailey’s Crossroads is a bustling cosmopolitan area of
Northern Virginia, just eight miles from Washington, D.C. Towering skyscrapers, shopping
centers, a college, and many small ethnic businesses characterize this busy urban neighborhood
located just five miles from the Pentagon, headquarters of the world’s most powerful military
force.

But in the autumn of 1861, Bailey’s Crossroads was a rural outpost that had recently been
abandoned by Confederate Rebels whose proximity to the nation’s capital unsettled the
government of President Abraham Lincoln, especially following the surprising rout of Union
forces at Bull Run on July 21. The ineptness of the Union Army became even more apparent in
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late September when Federal forces gingerly moved to take over Munson’s Hill at Bailey’s
Crossroads following the Rebels’ departure. Instead of powerful artillery they assumed the
Confederates had left behind, they found a “Quaker canon,” a log painted black that the Rebels
had successfully employed to intimidate General George B. McClellan’s forces.! Following this
discovery was the October 21 embarrassing defeat of the Union Army at Ball’s Bluff near
Leesburg, Virginia, just 40 miles up the Potomac River from the banks of Washington.

A frustrated President Lincoln wanted change quickly. He accepted the reluctantly proffered
resignation of the recognized hero of the Mexican War, the aged General Winfield Scott, as
general-in-chief of all Union armies and, on November 1, 1861, appointed 34-year-old George
B. McClellan to succeed the venerable Scott in that position and to serve simultaneously as
commander of the Army of the Potomac, a position he had held since late July.?

At the start of the Civil War, the federal government staffed its army primarily by relying
on a 1795 law that allowed the President to call upon 90-day state militiamen who served under
the command of their states’ governors. On May 3, 1861, Lincoln sought 42,000 three-year
army volunteers and 18,000 sailors to build an enlarged regular army.* A brilliant organizer,
McClellan had been immersed since the defeat at Bull Run in forming these new recruits into a
viable, well-trained army. By the autumn of 1861, the army had grown to approximately
160,000 troops, at least three times as many troops as the enemy had had at Manassas.* From
late summer through the fall, McClellan furiously planned and had his men undergo long days
of drills in the hope of never repeating the chaotic retreat from Manassas and also to prepare for
a Union Army offensive in the spring of 1862.

At Bull Run, when General Irwin McDowell recognized that his inexperienced Union
soldiers would be defeated, he ordered a retreat which began in a reasonably orderly fashion,
under the circumstances, but quickly turned into pandemonium as soldiers, horses, guns, and
hundreds of civilians from Washington, D.C., encumbered by buggies, wagons, and picnic
hampers, converged upon the fields surrounding Bull Run to compete for space on the lone
highway that offered escape from the jeering Rebels.’

Consequently, throughout the latter half of 1861, McClellan constantly put his new
recruits through countless formations to assure that they would move competently in future

'James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom, The Civil War Era (New York: Oxford
Umver51ty Press, 1988), pp. 361-62.
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military actions. In September, he asked the President to ride out into the Virginia hills to view
the army's progress. Thus, Lincoln, Secretary of War Simon Cameron, and Pennsylvania
Governor Andrew G. Curtin rode around the army while McClellan pointed out a Confederate
flag on Munson Hill, still occupied at that point by the Rebels. The general surprised them by
noting that they were presently just outside Union lines. This was a young army whose
soldiers were mainly in their early 20's, with thousands only 19 or younger.” McClellan held at
least two Grand Reviews of his army that fall, one on October 8, 1861, in Washington, that
focused on cavalry and artillery. An estimated 5,500 cavalry and 18 batteries of artillery
participated on a warm Indian summer day and were reviewed not only by McClellan, but also
by President and Mrs. Lincoln, Secretary of State William H. Seward, and several other
generals, including General Joseph Hooker.®
On November 20, in Northern Virginia, between Munson's Hill and Bailey's Crossroads,’

McClellan conducted the most impressive military review of his career. By all contemporary
accounts, the weather had dramatically changed to cold, wintry conditions. Private Robert
Knox Sneden of E Company, 40th New York Volunteers (Mozart Regiment), described in his
diary leaving his camp in Alexandria, Virginia, at 5 a.m. that morning to participate in a Grand
Review. Playing bands and waving flags accompanied the soldiers. Their pride was evident in
the polished brass of their buttons and the gleam on their guns. Sneden described their arrival
at Bailey's "Cross Roads" in vivid terms:

It was a fine, though cold and windy day. Patches of snow were on the ground when we

arrived there about 10 a.m., which made it muddy in places. Many regiments had

overcoats on the men. Ours had not as the colonel wanted to show off the fine uniforms.

The brigades were drawn up in columns while general McClellan and staff with President

Lincoln rode up and down the lines while the bands played and a battery fired salutes. . . .

The heavy and light artillery with cannon polished up like gold, and the ugly looking
black Parrott guns [rifled cannon] were drawn up in a long line, while the cavalry were
massed in squadrons. Then about 2 p.m. all marched past in review. ... About half of
the men had to stand in the cold wind for hours. Nearly everyone was thoroughly chilled.
Many soon filled up the camp hospitals. . . .

The President with his bodyguard . . . was cheered from end to end of the long lines
of troops. . .. The review lasted until 5 p.m. and all were not off the ground until darkness
had set in. As the men had brought no rations and had been up and marching since five in
the morning, all were hungry, thirsty, and cold. They got to camp much quicker than on
going out to the review. They were all much elated and no one ever can forget the
splendid military sight [it] afforded. All the cooks in camp were at work for half of the

7 Ibid., p..275.
8 Harper's Weekly, October 26, 1861.
® Often referred to as "Cross Roads" in 19th century documents.



night when we returned at 7 p.m. in a drizzling rain."

General McClellan arrived with his staff and an escort of 1,800 cavalry.11 The news
account published by Harper's Weekly's on December 7, 1861, vividly described what made this
review so memorable for everyone who participated. The First Rifle Regiment of Pennsylvania
Reserve, the "Bucktail Regiment," was given the honor of leading the column of troops. Seven
divisions, all of which passed before President Lincoln, his Cabinet, and General-in-Chief
McClellan, followed it.'? The first division, led by General George McCall, featured the
brigades of Generals George G. Meade, John Reynolds, and Edward O.C. Ord." Represented
were 12 infantry regiments, two batteries, and one cavalry regiment.'* S.F. Heintzelman's
division, formed by the brigades of Generals John Sedgwick, Charles D. Jameson, and Israel B.
Richardson,"" was second, consisting of seven infantry regiments, two batteries, and one cavalry
regiment.'® These two divisions began their march from near Dranesville, Virginia,
approximately 10 miles from Bailey's Crossroads, between two and three a.m.!”

Third came General William F. Smith's division, including the brigades of Generals
Winfield S. Hancock, William T.H. Brooks, and H.W. Benham,'® containing 10 infantry
regiments, two batteries, and one cavalry regiment.'”

General William B. Franklin's division marched in fourth, made up of the brigades of
Generals Henry W. Slocum, John Newton, and Philip Kearny.?® This division consisted of 12
infantry regiments, three batteries, and one cavalry regiment.”'

Fifth came the brigade of General Julius Stahel as well as two brigades commanded by
senior colonels, composing General Louis (Ludwig) Blenker's division.? Marching together
here were 11 infantry regiments, two batteries, and Colonel Christian F. Dickel's regiment of
mounted riflemen.?

General Fitz John Porter's division was sixth, with brigades led by Generals George W.
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Inc., 1980), p. 142.
12 "The Great Review," Harper's Weekly, December 7, 1861.
Ibid.
" "The Grand Review--A Magnificent Display--Four Miles of Troops," New York Times,
November 21, 1861.
1 Harper's Weekly, Dec. 7, 1861. Jameson is erroneously reported as "Jamison."
1 New York Times, November 21, 1861.
" Harper's Weekly, Dec. 7, 1861.
' Harper's Weekly, Dec. 7, 1861.
Y New York Times, November 21, 1861.
20 Harper's Weekly, Dec. 7, 1861.
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Morell, John H. Martindale, and Daniel Butterfield.?* This division contained 13 infantry
regiments, three batteries, and two cavalry regiments.”> Completing the parade of divisions was
General Irvin McDowell's, composed of the brigades of Generals Rufus King and James S.
Wadsworth, and Colonel Edward Frisbie.® This division consisted of 11 infantry, three
batteries, and one cavalry regiment, for a total of 76 infantry regiments, 17 batteries, and seven
cavalry regiments, "perhaps in all about 70,000 men, forming only a portion of the army on the
Potomac."*’

This was indeed an impressive display of military might, as the press duly noted: "This
was the largest body of troops ever before reviewed on this Continent. They were fully
equipped, and in every way supplied, with forty rounds of cartridges. Every division was
accompanied by ambulances, so that every branch of the service might be represented."®
Nevertheless, McClellan took no chance that Rebel forces might take advantage of the absence
of his army. He left behind enough men in each of the seven divisions to "supply double the
usual picket force to guard the camps, and a reserve in addition strong enough to repel any attack
in force the enemy could make."*’

General McDowell directed the divisions' movements across the Bailey's Crossroads
plateau, a daunting task involving more than 20 generals, "seventy thousand men, including
seven regiments of cavalry, numbering some eight thousand men, and twenty batteries of
artillery, numbering a hundred and twenty pieces."*’ When all divisions were finally in place,
they formed "a semi-circle of about four miles."!

The troops began the actual parade before their leaders at approximately 1:30 p.m. The
entire review lasted about three hours.? By all accounts, 20,000 to 30,000 enthusiastic civilian
onlookers watched the review from the sidelines.*® The crowd was large partly because no passes
were required to attend this special event.** Nevertheless, roads from Washington were heavily
guarded along the entire distance to prevent civilians from diverging from the prescribed route.*®
It was truly a day for demonstrating pride in and allegiance to the Union. Private Sneden of New
York, marching with his regiment, conveyed his amazement at the sight: "There were thousands
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of citizens and officials from Washington and elsewhere among the spectators, and hundreds of
ladies in carriages or on horseback. The French Princes de Joinville, Duc de Chartres, [Comte]
de Orléans, who were on McClellan's staff, rode with him."*® A sense of pageantry and the
awareness that an historical event was unfolding before their very eyes characterized these
civilian onlookers:

Ladies in wide crinolines and tiny bonnets sat marveling in their carriages, and little boys

and girls stared popeyed at the white gloves and glistening bayonets, the flags, the polished

brass, the cannon smoke. . . .

The Comte de Paris thought it curious to see these civilians "boldly caracoling at the
head of a brilliant military cortege." To thousands of uncritical onlookers, the sight was
imposing beyond anything they had ever imagined. The division extended for miles over
the plain. Until twilight veiled the muddy fields, troops passed in review.>”

This Grand Review so inspired some of those on the sidelines that it resulted in an
important contribution to America's cultural patrimony. Among those present that day was the
Boston writer Julia Ward Howe, who had accompanied her husband, the abolitionist Dr. S.G.
Howe, to Washington for her first visit to the nation's capital. While returning to Willard's Hotel
on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, she and her party of fellow Bostonians sang "John
Brown's Body." The next morning, with the tune still in mind, she scribbled new lyrics for it
inspired by what she had witnessed. It became "The Battle Hymn of the Republic."*

The onlookers' obvious awe at the spectacle of this Grand Review was a concrete sign that
General McClellan had accomplished one very important goal in organizing such events:
uplifting morale in both the public and his soldiers. For months he had been berating Lincoln for
more and more soldiers. This majestic public display of the army he had created in such a short
period would certainly inspire more volunteers to enlist and motivate Congress to support his
requests for a larger, better equipped military, he must have thought. It was a perfect showcase
for General George B. McClellan's organizational genius. It was also a moment that will forever
make Bailey's Crossroads a source of pride for those who honor the United States of America.

36 Sneden, p. 6.
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